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2014 Gratitudes
“Red Lodge provides a path

for me to stay connected to

like-minded spiritual women

and men, to learn and grow, to

share and laugh, to serve and

fill up. Red Lodge reminds

me how to walk

in the world.”

We are building this lodge together.
The 2014 WWRL Annual Report is on pages 14 - 23.

From the hearth, from the heart
Annual Meeting: Success and Opportunity
Mary G.L. Shackelford, chair

O

nly 9 people joined Lodgekeepers in the Truth Cave at our Annual Meeting in
Tacoma December 6 - a telling and sobering indication of the transitional time we
have entered. At the 10-year mark, it is not surprising that Red Lodge is in the midst of
the delicate and tricky dance of transition from founding leadership into what’s next.
Change can be scary and exciting - much hangs in the balance, including the continuation of WWRL as a non-profit organization. What happens in the next six months will
determine new directions; there are intriguing doorways opening and challenging opportunities ahead.
In our gratitude practice, two principles come into focus now: We celebrate the accomplishments of 2014 and
all the groundwork laid since the dream first knocked on our hearts, as we also give thanks for the opportunities
presented by the challenges that are before us. AND, we embrace paradox and celebrate our human capacity to
hold both/and in the creative interplay of polarities: tradition/evolution, order/chaos, old/new.
SUCCESSES
Sharing our ways out into the world
173 members + 371 friends = 544 people interested in
Red Lodge (we started with 77 wild geese)
Moonlodge, Sweatlodge, Drum Circles, Women’s
Films, Red Tent Festivals, Solstice Celebrations, Creative Souls Handcraft Faire, Hearth Letter, Website, Bimonthly Newsletters, MoonSongs CD, FaceBook page,
Weaving the Hoop Handbook, Hoops in farflung communities and online
Empowerment
Lodgekeeper Circle, Trust Lodge, Hoop of Intention,
Retreats, 15 Principles, Leadership Hoop, Resource
Library, Hoop Facilitators, Women’s Leadership Fund,
Evolving Leadership Paradigm
Service Projects
Great Basin Water Project,
Metro Tech High School
KIVA
CEPACET
Sahayatri

CHALLENGES
Resource Sustainability
In-Kind - This is Red Lodge’s most reliable and deepest
resource. It is wearing thin as fewer people lean in to
lead and volunteer.
Gift Economy - accessibility and inclusion values have
led us to ask only for Hearth Jar donations at almost
all WWRL events and programs
Donations - WWRL largely depends (like many nonprofits) on generous donations. We celebrate remarkable fund/member drive success - and hopes for
lightening the load on volunteers by raising sufficient
funds to hire staff require a substantial fund base.
Grants - To date, WWRL has not been able to garner
grant or foundation funding.
Leadership Sustainability
Big energy has been invested in the last 3 years
to create magnetic attraction at the hearth of Red
Lodge. We are creating a unique leadership paradigm,
a blend of learning and practicing leadership and
communication skills that affirm our principles while
aligning with mainstream requirements. We have
broadened our language as a Welcoming Community,
and we have created pathways for leadership development. Active participation, engagement and ownership in creative, collaborative leadership and program
development has fallen off in the Pacific Northwest
while growing in the Southwest.
--- MORE
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Communications have become a frustrating and perplexing challenge. It is a big question whether efforts
to communicate information and connect hearts and
minds bear fruit....and how to change and improve.

Program Development has fallen off due to lack of
time, energy and resources.

Clearly, Red Lodge is poised on the brink. We can step up actively to support new leadership and change in
Red Lodge as a non-profit. Or, it could be that we have reached enoughness, and it’s time to practice conscious
closure. Whether you attended the Annual Meeting or not, it’s time to enter the Truth Cave and consider.
We have all this success,
resources, capacity and potential within our reach.
We have experienced
elders and a handful of
new leaders emerging
with energy, passion and
commitment. In the next
year, the roles of chair,
treasurer and webweaver
must be filled even as
the challenges of money,
programming and communications continue. Together we have built this
lodge, and there is cetainly
a yearning and a call for
what we can bring forward
towards positive change
in the world. If anything,
the world is calling more
urgently. In whatever form,
Red Lodge flies on the
wings of our hearts.

Calling All Grandmothers by Alice Walker
We have to live
differently
or we
will die
in the same
old ways.
Therefore
I call on all Grand Mothers
everywhere
on the planet
to rise
and take your place
in the leadership
of the world.
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Come out
of the kitchen
out of the
fields
out of the
beauty parlors
out of the
television
Step forward
& assume
the role
for which
you were
created:
To lead humanity
to health, happiness
& sanity.
						

I call on
all the
Grand Mothers
of Earth
& every person
who possesses
the Grand Mother
spirit
of respect for
life
&
protection of
the young
to rise and lead.
The life of
our species
depends
on it. . . .
www.wwrl.org
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In 2014 the giving was HOT!!!! Thank you, one and all
Amy Morrison, WWRL administrator

T

he 2014 Fund Drive Disappearing Task Force,
Erin McCusker, Kristina Turner, Amy Kessel,
and me, began meeting in July to plan the annual fall member and fund drive. Though the task
to raise $13,000 for Red Lodge’s 2015 expenses
was ambitious, the commitment was delightfully short-term, the goal well articulated, and
the work embraced. Meetings by conference
call began with a journey to the Glade of Four
Directions which grounded and refreshed us and
helped us keep an eye on the big picture.
WWRL received $13,926 from donors and new and
renewing members. We are grateful to so many who
made the fund drive so successful, particularly:

Mary G. L Shackelford committed a substantial gift to Red Lodge and recruited other matching pledges, allowing us to match all donations up to $5,500! Her perseverance paid off, as donors are particularly inspired to
give when they know their impact will be doubled.
And we are thankful to the other matching donors – Kelly and Terry Ziniewicz, Jim Burke, Kendra Thornbury,
and the families of Shimmer Lee and Madrone. Our fund drive would not have been a success without your
dedication and generosity. Likewise, we thank the Long Dance community for sharing the abundance and for
support and collaboration, woven throughout this past decade.
We are thankful to the group of 13 Moons Journey Crones, who got together and made a generous group gift
to Red Lodge, and also helped stuff envelopes, personalize letters, and get the mailing out. It was a warmly
spirited day with their help. Thank you, Kristina, for bringing crone energy and magic in service, once again, to
Red Lodge.
Gratitude goes out to Tressa Azpiri and her parents, Ray and Edith, who each contributed a substantial and
meaningful gift of honor and love. Thank you, Aspiris!
We are honored and grateful for our many new (28) and renewing members (44), and we appreciate those
who gave additional donations (36). Drai Bearwomyn contributed her design talents for our letterhead and
email announcements. Thank you, Drai!
Many thanks to the Flagstaff Hoop, especially Madrone, GinaMarie and Grace, who put together another
Red Tent event, bringing in a whopping 21 new members, and many additional donations. Erin traveled from
Oregon to attend the event and visit her former Hoop Sisters. She reports, “Visitors to the Red Tent entered a
magical, nourishing place that offered gifts of self-care from local practitioners. Massage, Bowenwork, sound
and musical healing were discovered in a small quiet room. Yoga and qigong sessions introduced people to
the relaxation and uplift in these guided movements. Illumination was shared through a tarot reading or an
--- MORE
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intuitive conversation with a crone. The benefits
of sacred play, art and creativity were explored.
Drumming with Zendaya (Sacred Yellow Drum)
and singing and dancing together built a sense of
community. Visitors experienced woman’s way
and discovered Red Lodge!”
Thank you, Madrone and the hardworking and
committed volunteers in Flagstaff for bringing Red
Lodge to your community.
On the same day, a small Vashon group gathered
for Moon Rhythms Lodge. Amy Wolff rigged up
plumbing for the enormous outdoor red tub, and
we took turns, basking in hot water strewn with
lavender and rose petals, appreciating an afternoon of sweet indulgence. Spa time was followed
by a harvest dinner of veggies homegrown by
Mary, Jim and Amy, and it was delicious and bountiful! As we moved back into the Moonlodge after dinner,
Love Moore guided us into energetic alignment with moon energy as we chanted, talked, and basked in the
toasty, red space. Many thanks to the Vashon hands that wove this event together!
Thanks to Red Lodge elder and veteran activist Sarah Blum who traveled to Vashon Island to speak at our Invisible War film benefit, amplifying the film’s message with her clear voice and commitment to address abuse in
the military. Sarah is setting up additional screenings of this award-winning film, so if you would like to show it
in your community, contact me.
We appreciate the talented individuals who created our raffle items – Mary Shackelford, members of the
Weaving Hoop in Jamaica, Aspen, and Julia BearHeart. Thank you for enlivening the drive with fun and spirited
prizes. The lucky raffle winners are:
Banana Bark Baskets, woven by Women’s Weaving
Hoop in Jamaica:
Cara Woras, Idaho City, ID
Sandy Winner, Flagstaff, AZ
Elizabeth Mauro, Seattle, WA
Don B Fireland Fanning, Flagstaff, AZ

Cedar Bark Basket, woven by Mary G.L. Shackelford:
Polly Taylor, Olympia, WA
Red, painted by Aspen:
Tracy Christ, Flagstaff, AZ

		Southern Flames Shawl, stitched by Julia BearHeart: Susan Landau, Cambria, CA
Amy Kessel collected stories from the Red Lodge community and assembled them into a slideshow, We Are
Red Lodge. Click here to watch.
We Are Building Our Lodge Together! Many heads, hearts and hands make light the work. We are grateful to
all the contributors, builders, guides, -- and everyone who showed up. Thanks to you, Red Lodge can continue
another year igniting the sacred feminine in our many communities with the call to be fully alive, connected to
nature, natural cycles and the wisdom of our ancestors.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Red Lodge supports Prison Library Book Project
Kristina Turner
any thanks to everyone who brought over 70 book
donations for the Prison Library Book Project to our
WWRL Annual Meeting. As I boxed them up to ship, I was
excited to stop and browse many of them, as they included
beautiful art books, poetry, celebrations of women’s life
transitions and sexuality, guidebooks on non-violent communication, women’s spirituality, yoga, self-healing, meditation and parenting. There were even some lovely blank journals and a set of delightful children’s books that we hope
moms in prison might be able to share with visiting family.

M

If you have more books on your shelf you would like to donate, simply box them up, include a letter letting
them know you heard about this project through Woman’s Way Red Lodge, and mail your donation to:
Prison Library Book Project
915-C W. Foothill Blvd., PMB 128
Claremont, CA 91711

The We Are Red Lodge slideshow is here!
Amy Kessel, communications intern

T

his is a collection of beautiful
stories about how Red Lodge
has impacted our members, and
in turn how they are impacting
their respective communities. Set
to a haunting cello composition by
Jami Sieber, the stories and photographs are inspiring, surprising and
powerful. For just one example,
read Madrone’s eloquent contribution in the slide pictured here.
I loved receiving these testimonials and weaving them together
into a tapestry that speaks to the
strength and beauty of Red Lodge.
There’s an aliveness here that I
hope you’ll feel when you watch
the slideshow. Please have a look
and a listen. Click here.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Honoring Kristina Turner: 10 years of devotion
Mary G.L. Shackelford

K

ristina was in on the visioning of what was to become Red Lodge when
seeds that were originally sown in 2000 re-emerged in 2004. She was
there when we were standing in Nason Creek at Cascade Meadows, and
we all got shivery, goose-bump inspired, bringing the dream forward.
She was there when we brought it to fall Wisdom Council. Someone put
a Hearth Jar on the floor in the center of the circle, and we were off. She
helped create our MoonSongs CD, organize our Opening the Door celebration and Kristina’s been riding the Red Lodge horse ever since – 10 years.
In 2005, when we created our Interim Working Group, Kristina stepped
Mailing the WWRL
up to serve and has been a leader on the Red Lodge Board of Trustees
non-profit application
ever since, including a stint as secretary. She helped usher us through
in 2007
the difficult process of aligning our woman’s way paradigm with the
mainstream requirements of bylaws, incorporation and non-profit designation. She was an original member of
the Conflict Evolution Council and served on the Communications Council.
As the longest serving member of the Lodgekeeper Circle, Kristina has a gift as keeper of institutional memories – she tracks our agreements and progress and helps us stay connected to the through-threads of our
evolving growth – with process, procedures and decisions, as well as tracking stories and contributions and
participation by others.
Among her many contributions are starting the first Red Lodge Hoop on Vashon and co-writing Weaving The
Web Handbook to guide many others in creating Red Lodge Hoops in their communities.
She and Christiann Howard collaborated to create our website with Drai of Wild Redhead Design in 2009-10.
This was a huge multi-faceted project! And they turned out an amazing piece of beautiful work that also illustrates her courage and willingness to dive into unfamiliar (alien?!) territory, learn new tools and skills and
make things happen. She has given innumerable hours working with programmers and computer designers to
keep WWRL’s website running and current. Kristina continues even now and has volunteered her services as
WebWeaver to track, manage and update the website into next year as we look for someone she can mentor
to take this on. She amazes us with her exploration of technology and has brought many cool new tools to help
the Lodgekeeper circle and Red Lodge administration.
For many years, Kristina kept and tended the Red Lodge anchor which she dreamed in and created. The anchor
basket contains sacred alliances working together to ground the essence of Red Lodge during our meetings
and through time and space. For several years, the anchor has been set up and activated at many Red Lodge
gatherings and all our Lodgekeeper meetings including phone meetings.
As a cultural creative and evolutionary leader, Kristina is dedicated to collaborative creative leadership. She
brings great resources, encourages us to attend workshops and events, and cultivates connections to invite
others in to share leadership skills, tools and practices. Kristina is always ready to share her own adventures in
experiential, embodied, conscious learning, and she has a lovely imagination and sense of timing for when and
how to bring this forward. She is skilled at creating flowing, flexible containers that invite others into interactive learning environments, workshops and transformational ceremony.
--- MORE
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Kristina is very smart. She knocks us over with her intellectual capacity and her quick learning curve. And she
comes from a place of big heart devotion. Years of dedicated inquiry, study and practice have grounded her in
a perceptive, sensitive relationship with nuance, intuition, dream and body language. Head hands heart – rock
on whole body! She likes to move and dance, walk and play and incorporates these elements into just about
everything we do together. Kristina possesses a quixotic, whimsical and sometimes surprising sense of humor
and a perceptive sense of timing to respond to the energetic needs of the group.
Kristina creates beautiful graphic designs; she’s a gifted writer and one of the best editors. She is an articulate,
eloquent and prolific poet, songwriter and artist who often surprises and delights us with illustrations that
open doorways to non-linear inquiry, helping us bring our whole selves to our decision-making.
Kristina is courageous – she is a life-long learner, unafraid of new territory, adventures, ideas, technologies. She
has been willing to step into areas of leadership and production and responsibility in Red Lodge that would not
necessarily be her preference. And, she has again and again pushed the edges of her comfort to lean in, encouraging and inviting us all to enter into mystery and explore.
Kristina has been a strong advocate for inclusion and diversity in Red Lodge. Willing to explore her own evolving values, she takes care to validate and affirm others in being honest and real about their own experience.
And, she has been so encouraging about seeking and sharing information to help us learn what it means to
make a place in the circle for every voice, what it means to grow into a Welcoming Community.
Kristina holds rigorous standards of personal conduct and accountability. She helped develop an accountability
process framed as ResponseAbility – expanding our capacity to engage in personal shadow work and deepening our willingness to approach conflict as opportunity. She is willing to say yes; confident to say no; knows the
territory of maybe. Kristina is good at finishing. She doesn’t stop until it’s done correctly. She is reliable and you
can count on her to keep her word. Her clear sense of priorities and pacing supports her own spiritual practice
as she honors her intuitive need/desire for creative rest. Will any of us ever be the same after learning the
POWER OF THE PAUSE from Kristina?
Kristina enjoys the role of teacher, mentor, elder, wise woman. In her inimitable self-reflective way, she works this,
seeking expert guidance, connections and opportunities to expand her personal toolbox of skills, and she probes
her relationships to grow herself more deeply. As Kristina moves in new directions, a savvy businesswoman growing Crone Voices and mentoring crones through 13 Moons Journey, we appreciate all she has given to Red Lodge.
Thank you for your devotion, Kristina. Thank you for your service.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Walking the Beauty Way with Kristina
Susan Pitiger

I

know Kristina first as a Mom as our children are the
same age, and we went through school together. The
deepening of my relationship with Kristina started when
I participated in the first Woman’s Way Red Lodge Hoop
on Vashon in 2007.
As a culmination of our 9-month hoop journey, each
woman was invited to create a personal ceremony.
Kristina encouraged me to really look at events in my
life, exploring and inquiring into deeper messages and
meanings. Then I created a ceremony to honor them in
the Hoop. Her gentleness and nonjudgment enabled me
to work some magic for myself and transform the events
into kernels of wisdom. On my altar sit those ceremonial
pieces created in that Hoop.
Five years ago, I asked Kristina to do a Croning Ceremony
for me. In her typical Kristina-style, she said, “Yes – AND
it is not that simple….” She explained that there is a
preparation for such a ceremony and shared that she
took a year to prepare for her own. Kristina asked me
what I wanted from this journey. I shared that I wanted
to be REALLY me before I died and felt a need to gather
the wisdom of my life to make a difference. I expressed
the desire to share this journey to Cronehood with other
women and 13 Moons Journey was hatched! Since then
Kristina has been my mentor, teacher and friend.

Kristina demonstrates holding space for others to unfold at their pace in a loving and honoring way. Kristina
leads by example using her wonderful sense of timing, leading us into ritual and honoring of Mother Earth with
her singing, drumming and flute playing. Kristina brightens my day with her deep and playful ways.
From Kristina, I have learned to pause and wonder what comes next. One of my new words is “hmmm.” Kristina has taught me the Beauty Way, and my days are richer. Thank you Kristina.

Give yourself the gift of Red Lodge
JOIN
Woman’s Way Red Lodge

DONATE
							

RENEW
www.wwrl.org
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Talking Stick
In the circle way, we each sit on the rim of the bowl, Spirit holding the center. Each
speaks a story, in turn. When all stories are spoken into the bowl, there is a tangible,
bigger story that enlarges our own. It has substance, like a weaving, a tapestry.
Thus did Sage Abella invite us into the bowl of our Red Lodge circle to pass
the Talking Stick. Here, Michelle Dubian from Flagstaff, AZ., shares her story.
Michelle Dubian

T

hank you, Madrone, for passing the Stick and for so many thoughtful words
on how we can be more conscious of our words and actions around gender
bias and societal constructs. We are now creating a circle that is inclusive of
feminine/ masculine and everything in between. I believe that Madrone is aware
of a thread that is being woven into a beautiful fabric of a “new story”. This new
story is one that we each intrinsically know is possible. We are starting to see
the pattern and design of something more beautiful.
We are now moving into the winter solstice time of year where we naturally go
within and sit with our shadow side. We look into the dark and often point a
flashlight directly into the unknown and illuminate the old stories that contain
many of our fears.
Some of our greatest fears lie within the mythology that we are separate. Our whole society is set up to encourage this story. We separate ourselves through specific political party lines. We have the societal construct
that women need to be the feminine, while men need to be the masculine. We even try to fragment our problems to be solved such as nuclear weapons, wild animals in captivity, starvation, global climate change. Most of
our thoughts are comparing ourselves to another and competing in order to define self.
I have been sitting for many years with the flashlight in hand illuminating the shadow in hopes to catch a
glimpse of something new and different. A thread appeared to me in a dream. This dream occurred during a
winter solstice, when the skies were dark and the stars appeared so close that if I had a long enough stick, I
could surely touch one. So, I decided to go visit one of our sister stars. I set my intention for NASA’s new discovery – a planet that behaved and had similar energy as Earth, “Earth’s cousin” My eyes become heavy, and my
mind/body dropped into the dream state. The vacuum or vortex happened, and the journey began.
Suddenly I found myself surrounded by a sea of humidity. The air was steaming with water particles that
floated by like tiny dancers. A human was there sharing stories and allowed me to feel things that this human
had felt. In this world, being defined as masculine or feminine did not seem to have any significance at all. I will
call this being “Shem” for the sake of the story.
Shem was very wise, gentle, loving and patient. Shem directed my eyes to a large pink and orange ball of fire.
--- MORE
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I was so enamored by this huge ball of light that I lost all other interest and fell completely into the fire. (This
seems to be common with my out of body experiences...everything is so vivid and “wow like” that I can lose
my focus and fall completely into something that is normally quite ordinary.)
My eyes blinked. I stretched my body, and I was back in this dimension. The dream was vivid and entertaining.
But the day was busy, and the dream did not seem to have any particular significance to my life here. I was living in the mythology of separation already.
A few days passed, and I happened to read about Kepler’s new planet and about the planet’s unusual sun. The inner
light bulb went on, and I laughed at how obtuse I can be. The fireball was the planet’s sun. (The obvious can be so
elusive.) The piece which I did absorb was now sinking deeper into my awareness as the idea that we humans are
on that planet. This expanded my connection to all the beings beyond Earth. I felt the interconnectedness with solar
systems, galaxies, and the blackness of space in which so much exists. I felt one with this universe and beyond.
My teacher once said, “You are a huge skyscraper and you are just looking through one window.” In that moment, I understood her words.
The oneness that took flight created a letting go and a deep opening. The belief system that I had held onto
for so long and created so much pain in my mind/ body seemed to completely dissolve in that moment. An
overwhelming gratitude toward my mother for giving birth to me moved through my every cell. This seemed to
be her only action, in regard to myself, that held any significance. The gift of life trumped all else. I held a total
acceptance of her, myself, and for all that exists. The hostility that seemed to occur out of separation dissolved.
I caught a spark of my true nature that day. In that space, I no longer needed to divide, compete, or control. However, our society and our language still occupies the old story of separation so it is easy for me to fall asleep and
live in that old dream. Woman’s Way Red Lodge is a container for me to remember and create something more
beautiful. Each of us is aware of a thread. A thread that weaves a magnificent design for the new story.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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I

Serena joins Lodgekeeper Circle

n saying yes to joining the Lodgekeeper Circle as a trustee for Red Lodge,
Serena Davidson writes: Through serving with Red Lodge I aim to be of
help in strengthening and solidifying our woman’s way community by holding vision for us to embody this Starhawk quote: “Somewhere a circle of
hands will open to receive us, eyes will light up as we enter, voices will celebrate with us whenever we come into our own power. Community means
strength that joins our strength to do the work that needs to be done. Arms
to hold us when we falter. A circle of healing. A circle of friends. Someplace
where we can be free.” (Dreaming the Dark: Magic, Sex and Politics (1982)

I am excited to learn through the experience of gathering in-person and on the phone in sacred space with
others who are leaning into a woman’s way approach to the practical matters of facilitating a non-profit community organization. It’s my hope that this will be a way for me to unfold in new ways while holding space for
others as we blossom side by side.
Facilitating our WWRL Essential Hoop these past months has been a highlight of my year. The supportive presence of Erin McCusker and Shimmer Lee has been a buoy to my spirit and to my heart. If serving on the board
of Red Lodge is signing up for more of the beauty way Erin, Shimmer and I walk with in our Essential Hoop,
then please make way. I’m ready to dive in the pool of loving hands ready to tend ourselves and each other.
all seasons and realms
together leading the way
we join in circle

community pools
we join in circle
hold our healing container together leading the way
hearts surrendered
hearts surrendered

all seasons and realms
hold our healing container
community pools

SAVE THE DATE to talk about weaving a HOOP!!

A

re you interested in starting a Red Lodge hoop in 2015?
Do you plan to nurture and deepen connections in a
continuing woman's way hoop? Save the date and join us
for our annual Red Lodge Hoops conference call:

Wednesday, Jan 28, 2015
6:30-7:45 PM Pacific Time
Dial in #: 1-302-202-1110
Conference Code: 911751
Along with our women’s hoops in far-flung communities and our online essential hoop, we are
excited that mixed gender Red Lodge hoops may form in some locations in 2015. Our beautiful
Weaving the Hoop Handbook, free to all Red Lodge members, guides new facilitators to create a
welcoming intergenerational woman’s way circle that meets once a month for 9 months. We suggest browsing it beforehand to enhance your participation in this call. To request a copy, click here.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Thank you for Lodgekeeper service at the hearth!

W

e are grateful to Susan
Landau (left) and Water
Greer for their service during
the past year on WWRL Board
of Trustees. A founder of Red
Lodge, Susan completes her
service as secretary, having
served previously as secretary
and as treasurer in the Lodgekeeper Circle. Water stepped
up as Community Weaver this
year, serving as bridge with the
Long Dance Community. Many
thanks, sisters, for your commitment and your service!

Imbolc Lodge
Saturday, January 31
Burton Hill Lodge, Vashon Island
Open to all women.

Contact sweatlodge@wwrl.org for more information.

Imbolc is the cross-quarter celebration halfway between Winter Solstice and Spring
Equinox. It is an ancient time of foretelling, when old wise women scree the surface
of the water (like reading tea leaves), and farmer and fisher folk study the sky for indications of coming weather to guide the planting and birthing over the next several
months. It is a time of dreaming into the coming spring - what seeds will we plant?
At Imbolc, the Pleiades reach their highest point in the night sky and begin their
descent into the West. Like a sieve in the sky, the Pleiades are said to be doorways
through which the cosmic wind crosses between the worlds.
In Greek mythology, Imbolc is when Demeter calls her daughter Persephone back
from the underworld – the first stirrings deep in the earth of new life, the portent of
spring. It is when the fire at the center of the Mother begins to rekindle after the cold
of winter. It is the Celtic fire festival of Brighid, a time of poetry and metallurgy.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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We Are Grateful for What
We’ve Done Together this Year . . .
Lodgekeeper Circle Tending the Hearth
Trust Lodge Hoop of Intention Board Notebook
January Lodgekeeper Retreat
May Lodgekeeper Retreat
Evening of Rest & Renewal
Leadership Hoop: Exploring 15 Principles
Leadership Hoop Resource Library
Our Evolving Leadership Paradigm
Women’s Leadership Fund
OlyWA Women’s Drum Circle
Vashon Drum Circle
Drumming Into The Seasons, Flagstaff
Moonlodge Monthly Open Circles
Installation of Moonlodge Insulation
3 Moons Ceremony
Moon Rhythms Lodge
Inaugurating the Red Tub
Imbolc Lodge
Giving Thanks Lodge
Weekly Community Lodges
Sweatlodge Work Parties
Welcoming Community
Affirming Inclusion and Diversity
Gender Discussion and Education
Hearth Letter
Red Lodge Website
Bi-monthly Newsletters
WWRL Facebook Page
Membership and Business Cards
New Member Packets
Thank You Cards
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

Women’s Hoops in WA, AZ, VT, CO, Jamaica
and in cyberspace
Weaving the Hoop Handbook
Women’s Film Series, Vashon: Half The
Sky, Femme, Invisible War
Beltane Festival, Flagstaff
Summer Solstice Ceremony/Celebration, Vashon
Red Tent Celebration, Flagstaff
Creative Souls Handcraft Faire, Tacoma
Our Red Lodge Administrator
Silverleaf Studios - website update
Communications Intern
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We Appreciate
The Many Ways We Show Up
Event volunteers
Consultants
Artists
Poets
Cooks
Carpenters

Proofreaders
Editors
Article writers
Drummers
Firetenders
Waterpourers

living from the core
building community			
serving women, men and children
learning speaking/listening skills
sharing spiritual practice			
growing through leadership opportunities
supporting women in developing countries
leading out towards positive change
weaving old wisdom ways with new experience
cultivating gratitude
sharing generously
building relationships
stepping into power
revering all of life
practicing sustainability and stewardship
learning women’s wisdom ways
growing confidence to take risks
learning ritual and ceremony
cultivating discernment
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

Doorkeepers
Film discussion leaders
Singers
Dancers
Musicians
Dishwashers

Gardeners
Songwriters
Photographers
Envelope stuffers
Ceremony planners
Gift makers

expressing love and support
practicing circle process without judgment
nourishing deep connections
connecting to earth rhythms
honoring cycles including rest and renewal
listening inside; listening to others
celebrating synergy, mystery and magic
planting, nurturing and harvesting growth
deepening through self-knowledge & awareness
experiencing expansiveness and possibility
creating ritual in daily life (including meetings)
growing collaborative, creative leadership skills
sharing laughter and joyous connection
honoring and listening to our bodies
sharing tears and intimate connection
generating hope and vitality for our children
connecting heart, head and hands
charting new leadership territory
contributing to a positive future
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in Gratitude for Creativity,
Collaboration and Community
Service Projects:
CEPACET- Women’s Sewing and Farming Projects in Kenya
SAHAYATRI NEPAL - Women’s Safety & Legal Rights
KIVA - Microloans to 3rd World Women
Great Basin Water Project (Nevada/Utah)
Metro Tech High School Garden, Phoenix
Fall Member/Fund Drive
Fund Drive Disappearing Task Force
Website Disappearing Task Force
Circulating Joy/How We Serve DTF
Matching Fund Donors
ALL Our Generous Donors
Greeting New & Renewing Members
Thanking Donors
Annual Gratitude Gathering
Gratitude Gathering Coordinator
Transition and Blessing Ceremony
Witnesses and Guardians
Nominations Coordinator
WE ARE RED LODGE slideshow
MoonSongs CD

Buffalo Heart
Otter Woman
Spirit Dancer
Red Horse Running
Zendaya
Turtle Song

Long Dance Community Weaving
Long Dance Community Support
Community Prayer Bundle
Lodge Sister Members
Support Circle Members
Circle of Alliance
Men in Red Lodge
Red Lodge Dreamers and Founders
Current and Past WWRL Trustees
15 Principles We Share
Wise Woman Ceremony, Vashon Island
Compassionate Listening Training, Sacred Groves
Inheritance, Sinner St. Burlesque, Seattle
Oh Mother Mercy Divine, Vashon Island
13 Moons Journey, Crone Voices
Cedar Rose Creations
Island Green Tech
Wild Redhead Design
Burton Hill, Vashon Island
Sacred Groves, Bainbridge Island
Tranzend, Flagstaff
Vashon Intuitive Arts
Havurat Ee Shalom, Vashon Island
Hanna Barn, Vashon Island
Burton Community Church, Vashon Island
Vashon Central – Vashon ferry tickets
Vashon Theatre

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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2014 Lodge Sisters
Alex Peterson, Stockton, CA
Anne Lohr, Tacoma, WA
Aspen Stone, Tacoma, WA
Aubrey Armes, Des Moines, WA
Barbara Stratton, Vashon, WA
Barbara Krulich, Olympia, WA
Beth Hesketh, Olympia, WA
Bobbi Edwards, University Place, WA
Cathy Caselegno, Veneta, Oregon
Chalice Bailey, Seattle, WA
Christian Kolesar, Flagstaff, AZ
Colette Hoff, Seattle, WA
Cynthia Zantz, Vashon, WA
Debbie Fank, Enumclaw, WA
Erin McCusker, Pendleton, OR
Gina Marie Byars, Flagstaff, AZ
Grace Peterson, Flagstaff, AZ
Jade Weinbrecht, Enumclaw, WA
*Jamila Honeybear, Redmond, WA
Kathleen Graf, Port Angeles, WA
Kathryn Johansen, Sumner, WA
Kathy Gallagher, Colorado Springs, CO
Kathy McArthur, Frederic, MD
Kelly Brehan, Tacoma, WA
Kelly Ziniewicz, Olympia, WA
Kendra E. Thornbury, Seattle, WA
*Kim Gambino, Coronado, CA
Kimber Godsey, Issaquah, WA
Kristen Walsh, Seattle, WA
Kristina Turner, Vashon, WA
Lani Ladbon, Tacoma, WA
Leslie Chertok, Vashon, WA
Madrone, Flagstaff, AZ
Maraiah Lynn Nadeau, Port Townsend, WA
Margaret Theisen, Veneta, OR
Mariah Hoyt, Tacoma, WA
*Marion Dumont, Shelton, WA
Marsha Cook, Black Diamond, WA
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

Mary Mitchell, Seattle, WA
Mary G.L. Shackelford, Vashon, WA
Maureen Oar, Olympia, WA
Michelle Elekonich, Arlington, VA
Nan Draper, Vashon, WA
Nancy Lieurance, Seattle, WA
Nancy Eister, Vashon, WA
Nikki Baldwin, Flagstaff, AZ
Nikki Stowell, Seattle, WA
Norleen Overman, Bothell, WA
Patricia Menzies, Tacoma, WA
Paula Rathbun, Port Angeles, WA
Peg Hopkins, Hood River, Oregon
Polly Kay Taylor, Olympia, WA
Preston Shackelford, Napa, CA
Rebecca Christ, Phoenix, AZ
Resha Sabre, Seattle, WA
*Resolute Michaels, Pacific, WA
Richard Jones, Vashon, WA
Sarah Wilcox, Port Angeles, WA
Sharon Hines-Pinon, Vashon, WA
Sheila Brown, Vashon, WA
Susan Landau, Cambria, CA
Tone Butler, Shelton, WA
*Tracy Christ, Flagstaff, AZ
Tracy Weigman, Tacoma, WA
Tressa Azpiri, St Mary JAMAICA
Water Greer, Tumwater, WA
* New in 2014
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2014 Support Circle
Alexis Mesko, Flagstaff, AZ
*Allison Mitkowski, Bellemont, AZ
Amy Morrison, Vashon, WA
Amy Wolff, Vashon, WA
*Angelo Bergs, Scottsdale, AZ
*Austen Freeda, Tacoma, WA
*Barbara Shovers, Flagstaff, AZ
*Beverly Pretty, St Mary JAMAICA
Bianca Perla, Vashon, WA
Caitlyn Burford, Flagstaff, AZ
Cara Woras, Idaho City, ID
*Carly Long, Flagstaff, AZ
Carol Wiedeman, Edgewood, WA
Carol Long, Port Townsend, WA
*Carrie Henderson, Flagstaff, AZ
*Cassie Stoltenberg, Flagstaff, AZ
*Chelsea Byers, Flagstaff, AZ
*Cheryl Byars, Flagstaff, AZ
Chris Graham, Vashon, WA
Christiann Howard, Lynwood, WA
*Cindy Thomann, Flagstaff, AZ
*Claire Harnden, Flagstaff, AZ
Cliff Peterson, Flagstaff, AZ
Clover Forbes, St Mary JAMAICA
*Courtney Farrell, Sedalia, CO
Cynthia Cameli, Olympia, WA
Dawn Pastorius, Colorado Springs, CO
Daymon Wilcox, Kihei, HI
Deanna Turner, Blaine, WA
*Debbie Eiland, Divide, CO
*Denise Stanga, Flagstaff, AZ
*Don B Fireland Fanning, Flagstaff, AZ
Doris Reis, Colorado Springs, CO
Elizabeth Mauro, Seattle, WA
Estevan Bellino, Phoenix, AZ
Eva Sigersted, Flagstaff, AZ
Gerry Ahrens, Ringwood Hampshire UK
Gloria Britestar, Vashon, WA
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

Haila Silvertrees, Olympia, WA
*Hannah Poirier, Port Townsend, WA
*Helen Heron Heart Dusek, Sequim, WA
Icilda Pearson, St Mary JAMAICA
J. Brooks, Denver, CO
Jacki Jones, Tempe, AZ
Jim Burke, Vashon, WA
*Jane Valencia, Vashon, WA
Jashana Hawkins, St Mary JAMAICA
Jen Paul, Flagstaff, AZ
Jessica Lisovsky, Vashon, WA
John Greer, Tumwater, WA
Julia Bearheart Moore, Olympia, WA
*Julie Werbel, Vashon, WA
*Karen Bennett, Enumclaw, WA
*Kathy Hayes, West Burke, VT
Kim Orte, Tacoma, WA
*Kira Semanas, Flagstaff, AZ
Kori Moore, Flagstaff, AZ
*Larry Lawson, Vashon, WA
*Laurie Richardson, Flagstaff, AZ
Leslie Kay Norman, Seattle, WA
Lori Boess, Olympia, WA
Lori Kramer, Port Angeles, WA
Marianne Meier-Grasselli, SWITZERLAND
*Marjorie Burns, Underhill, VT
Mary Langlois, Sedona, AZ
*Mary Schroeer, Lakewood, CO
*Maryanne Degoede, Burton, WA
Melanie Chinn, Tacoma, WA
Melvin Swegle, Port Angeles, WA
*Michelle Dubian, Flagstaff, AZ
Nancy Bennion, Vashon, WA
Nancy McLaughlin, Tacoma, WA
Neil McCusker, Pendleton, OR
Pam Gruenstein, Puyallup, WA
Pam Tillson, Astoria, OR
* New in 2014
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2014 Support Circle
Pat Flood, Port Angeles, WA
*Rachel Soumokil, Flagstaff, AZ
Rebecca Cobb, Olympia, WA
*Regie Saxerud, Port Angeles, WA
*Richard Pfeiffer, Flagstaff, AZ
Robin Rogers, Chapel Hill, NC
Ruth Raven Rogers, Port Hadlock, WA
Sandra Crawford, Vashon, WA
*Sandy Winner, Flagstaff, AZ
*Sandy Caveney, Boise, ID
Sarah Leah Blum, Auburn, WA
Sasha M.G. Holiday, Flagstaff, AZ
Serena Davidson, Seattle, WA

Sharma Whitchurch, St Johnsbury, VT
*Sharon Withers, Parker, CO
*Susan Flanders, Denver, CO
Susan Pitiger, Vashon, WA
Suzanne Lichau, Petaluma, CA
Sydney Yount, Flagstaff, AZ
Teresa Peterson, Flagstaff, AZ
Terez Storm, Jerome, AZ
Terry Grantham, Flagstaff, AZ
*Tonia Arehart, Seattle, WA
*Tori Rodriguez, Flagstaff, AZ
Victoria Giles-Vazquez, Flagstaff, AZ
*Will Christ, Flagstaff, AZ
* New in 2014

2014 Circle of Alliances
CEPACET, Kenya
Earth Wisdom Foundation, Port Townsend, WA
*Hobbit Gardens Erth, Fillmore, IN
Sacred Groves, Bainbridge Island, WA

* New in 2014

2014 Service Project Donors
Amy Morrison
Amy Wolff
Aspen Stone
Barbara Stratton
Carol Weideman
Catherine Lekich

Chaffee Burke
Connor Sauer
Jim S. C. Burke
Julie Werbel
Karen Bennett
Kristina Turner
Madrone

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

Mary G. L. Shackelford
Melanie Chinn
Nikki Baldwin
Polly Taylor
Rebecca Christ
Richard Jones
Sheila Brown

							

Susan Landau
Susan Pitiger
Suzanne Lichau
Therese Charvet
Tone Butler
Valerie Krull
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2014 Red Lodge Donors
$500-2000
Edith and Ray Aspiri (in honor of Tressa Azpiri)
Grubb/Schutten Families
Jim Burke
Kelly and Terry Ziniewicz
Kendra Thornbury
Long Dance Community
Mary G.L. Shackelford
Tressa Azpiri
13 Moons Journey

$1-500
Amy Morrison
Barbara Krulich
Barbara Stratton
Carol Long
Carol Wiedeman
Carol Wilcox
Christian Kolesar
Christopher Hankins
Debbie Fank
Elizabeth Mauro
Erin McCusker
Evelyn Grubb

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

Gina Marie Byars
Jacki Jones
Jane Valencia
Janet Watlack
Jessica Lisovsky
Kathryn Johansen
Kim Orte
Kimber Godsey
Kristen Walsh
Kristina Turner
Kristine Keller
Larry Schutten

Lucrezia Moramarco
Madrone
Mary Mitchell
Mary Schroeer
Nikki Baldwin
Pam Tillson
Patricia Menzies
Paula Rathbun
Peg Hopkins
Polly Taylor
Preston Shackelford/John Todd
Rebecca Christ
Rich Pfeiffer
Robin Rogers
Sandra Crawford
Sandra Winner
Sarah Leah Blum
Sharon Hines Pinion
Sheila Brown
Susan Landau
Susan Pitiger
Suzanne Lichau
Terry and Freddie Schutten
Therese Charvet
Tone Butler
Tracy Christ
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2014 Red Lodge Hoops
Essential Hoop
(in cyberspace)
Serena Davidson, facilitator
Erin McCusker, guardian
Shimmer Lee, sister support

Flagstaff Hoop
Flagstaff, AZ
Grace Ramirez, co-facilitator
Kori Moore, co-facilitator

WomansWay Weaving Hoop
St. Mary, JAMAICA
Tressa Azpiri, facilitator

South Sound Hoop
Seattle, WA
Jodi-Ann Rodrigues, co-facilitator
Genie Markwell, co-facilitator

Pikes Peak Hoop
Colorado Springs, CO
Doris Reis, co-facilitator
Kathy Gallagher, co-facilitator
Dawn Pastorius, co-facilitator

3 Rivers Hoop
St. Johnsbury, VT
Sharma Whitchurch, facilitator

Blue Moon Hoop, Vashon Island, WA

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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WWRL 2014 Financial Summary
YTD INCOME			 $19,941 (budget - $25,925)
Membership		
4,710
* Women’s Leadership Fund
General donations
10,376
** hoops, drum circles, sweatlodges, CD,
Service projects
2,306
workshops and supported programs
WLF*
donations
460
s
figure
Programs**		
2,089
e
t
a
to-d
r
l
a
a
e
Y
n
not fi
YTD EXPENSES			 $21,406 (budget - $21,995)
Administrative		
10,961
Communications
4,766
Membership		
1,562
Programs		
4,117
YTD NET			

- $1,542 (budget $3,930)

YTD NET ASSETS			
Cash on Hand
CD inventory 		

$13,794
11,623
2,171

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Thank You!
“Red Lodge excites me!
I see women grow in their empowerment
to become fully themselves - which in turn
feeds men to become more open
to the balance of life.”

“With Red Lodge, I find
support and encouragement to grow in leadership
with greater integrity and heart.”
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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