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Joyful Warriors rise
in support of Red Lodge
to launch our fall fund drive.
OPTIMISM IS A POLITICAL ACT. Those who benefit from the
status quo are perfectly happy for us to think nothing is going to
get any better. In fact, these days, cynicism is obedience.
					--- Alex Steffen, The Bright Green City

From the heart, from the hearth of Red Lodge
by Mary G.L. Shackelford, chair

My intention for the lodge was to support the path of compassion and insight
for each individual and for the circle as a whole. Undertaking the journey together, we sought to deepen our vision and commitment to act joyfully through
Red Lodge and strengthen the fabric of respect, love and connection among
those who tend the hearth. We asked ourselves to be fearless and honest - to
engage the qualities of virtuous ferocity - and to show up in vulnerable visibility for ourselves and each other.
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hen Lodgekeepers gathered at Burton Hill for our July Retreat, I was asked
to create a ritual that would celebrate the rising energy of change in Red
Lodge and deepen intimacy, connection and confidence in our circle of leaders.
Drawing with respect and thanks on wisdom teachings of Joanna Macy, Angeles
Arrien, RJ Stewart and a host of honored teachers, first people traditions, allies,
mentors, writers and poets, I poured a Lodge for the Joyful Warrior.

The Shambhala Prophecy (Joanna Macy from The Work That Reconnects)
Coming to us across 12 centuries, the prophecy about the coming of the Shambhala warriors illustrates the challenges we face in the Great Turning and the strengths we can bring to it. Joanna learned it in 1980 from Tibetan friends
who believed that this ancient prophecy refers to this very planet-time, for the signs it foretold are recognizable now,
signs of great danger.
There comes a time when all life on Earth is in danger. Great barbarian powers have arisen. Although these powers
spend their wealth in preparations to annihilate each other, they have much in common: weapons of unfathomable
destructive power and technologies that lay waste our world. In this era, when the future of sentient life hangs by the
frailest of threads, the kingdom of Shambhala emerges.
You cannot go there, for it is not a place. It exists in the hearts and minds of the Shambhala warriors. You cannot
recognize these warriors when you see them for they have no uniforms, no insignia, no banners. They have no barricades to threaten the enemy or to hide behind to rest or regroup. They do not even have home turf. They move in the
terrain of the barbarians themselves.
The time comes when great courage – moral and physical courage – is required of the warriors, for they must go into
the very heart of the barbarian power, into the pits and pockets and citadels where the weapons are kept to dismantle them. They must venture into the corridors of power. The Shambhala warriors have courage to do this because
they know these weapons are “mind-made” and they can be unmade by the human mind. They know that the dangers threatening life on Earth arise from our own decisions, lifestyles and relationships. And so they go into training.
They train in the use of two weapons – the weapons of compassion and insight. Compassion gives the juice, the
power, the passion to move. It means not to be afraid of the pain of the world. Then you can open to it, step forward, act. And insight brings knowledge and understanding into the radical interdependence of all of Life. You know
that actions taken with pure intent have repercussions throughout Gaia’s Web.
These are the gifts for us to claim now. As we hold hands with our fear and bravely step toward recognizing and acknowledging our pain for the world, we also experience our radical, empowering interconnectedness. In the face of
our global situation today and the urgency that calls us to greater consciousness and deeper action, Red Lodge offers
a vehicle for joyful warriors to join the rising energy of change.
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all is the time for great harvest - we at Red
Lodge are spinning magic to manifest a
wave of abundance to propel our energies
further into the world. We are inviting you to
Ignite Your Joyful Warrior with us!
As members of Woman’s Way Red Lodge
we strive to empower and recharge spiritual and social justice leaders from all walks
of life to collaborate creatively so that we
can joyfully contribute to learning and sustaining a new paradigm for positive change in our communities. This is the path of the joyful
warrior no matter your age, race, sexuality, gender, ability, ethnicity, religion, spirituality and
so forth. We are coming together, answering a call, to tell everyone we meet that we desire a
world with abundance and joy for each of us!
Your support of Red Lodge allows us to work in our communities to build connection in safe
and healing spaces so that we can discover, grow, and sustain the joyful warrior within each of
us. By doing this, we create change that ripples out into our communities like a pebble being
thrown into a still pond.
Please consider your support of WWRL -- encourage your friends and family to take part in
this Great Turning, host an event of your own, and please come out for one of the Red Lodge
Fundraisers! We can’t do this without you.

Gina Marie Byars steps up as 2016 Red Lodge chair

I

I came to know Woman’s Way Red Lodge through Weaving The
Hoop That Connects (a service project of WWRL). I was part of
the first Northern Arizona Hoop started in 2010, and I joined
WWRL as a member then. I have been a facilitator of this Hoop
and still continue with it. I will be stepping into the WWRL Circle
of Lodgekeepers as the chair starting January 2016.
As a member, I have been working to more fully embody the
15 Principles of Woman’s Way Red Lodge. They are statements that I have always tried to carry in my life, but
never had them so succinctly listed. Woman’s Way Red Lodge is in a position to help bring these principles
we work with into the mainstream of everyday life. Not just “this can work in everyday life” but HOW this can
work in everyday life.
I see my role as working to strengthen connections and build new ones—within the WWRL realm, in everyday
life, and in the corporate, governmental and international realms. My experience and background has been
varied. It has included education, finance, administration, broadcasting, theater, dance and community
connection. I am someone who will stand in the gap and hold space for those who need it. I am someone
who manifests and envisions great opportunities for community involvements. I am someone who creates
and participates in positive interconnection and change.
I am stepping into the role of leadership with WWRL as a fire tender. Not a fire bringer. I am not coming in with
an agenda of change to clear away and start new. I will be one who nurtures the fires that have been so lovingly built. Then, when the time is right, I know how to lead and collaborate creatively to grow the fire, adding
fuel to that which is already so beautifully burning.
The coming years will be a time of deepening connections already made, a time of building bridges, a time of new
growth. Networking will expand to other groups, organizations and individuals who are also tending similar fires.
I look forward to my time as the Woman’s Way Red Lodge Chair. I look forward to bringing my life experiences
to the Circle to help nurture and cultivate the next phase of WWRL. And I look forward to working alongside all
of you to expand the vision, connection, and example of Woman’s Way Red Lodge.
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am honord to step up as the next chair of Woman’s Way Red
Lodge, and I an excited to serve on the Lodgekeeper Circle.
Let me introduce myself. I was born and raised in Flagstaff, AZ.
I have a rather twisty-turn family. I live with my husband, and
five children are our immediate responsibility with another
acquired 23-year-old son who is not in my direct line of duty.
Plus I’ve been involved with a myriad of others who I have seen
grow from child to young adult. I work as the Flagstaff Affiliate
Manager for Sun Sounds of Arizona, a reading and information
service that provides access to current print media for people
who cannot read print due to a disability. This all means that I
am very aware of the importance of fostering interconnectivity.

Bring our match home! $7500 gifted to launch campaign
by Shimmer Lee

My inner joyful warrior is completely IGNITED by this donation!
This match means that we are believed in – that the larger community shares in the dreams we have for Red Lodge. This match
means that we are gathering steam and that the fire is GROWING, sizzling, alive and catching rapidly!! The abundance that
Red Lodge continues to cultivate truly inspires me as a Lodgekeeper. Unencumbered by worries of sustainability in Red Lodge, my mind reels at the possibilities for developing our programing, hiring staff and serving our
members and communities more fully.
Our small nonprofit is expanding, and this generous donation sends a signal that the work we have done
and the ambitions we share are acknowledged, believed in and supported! This donation has propelled us
into our Fund Drive, and we are on FIRE, ready to GO and to achieve the financial abundance that we desire
in order to bring our vision to ground! With your help, we can tend this growing flame in Red Lodge together, and Ignite our Joyful Warrior!
Woman’s Way Red Lodge has been sustained through your energy, donations, and love. Drawing on the heart
of Red Lodge, we are now working to reach more people who yearn for meaningful ways to connect and participate in positive change. We invite you to step into the Hearth with us, and to make a donation during our
Fall Fund Drive. Every donation that you make during our Fall Fund Drive will be matched, dollar for dollar. Will
you join us in Igniting our Joyful Warrior?

By sharing smiles in the garden and stories from the road, changing perspectives on a hectic
day and building each other up, our Red Lodge community learns together, grows together
and heals together. Joining hands, voices and energy, we create change that ripples out into
our communities. Each of us has a place in the circle, and we are calling for you to stand up,
speak your joyful warrior truths and step forward to share WWRL opportunities....

Join our Joyful Warrior Campaign on Facebook
www.facebook.com/groups/WWRLJoyfulWarrior/

Check out our Joyful Warrior Slideshow
bit.ly/IgniteYourJoyfulWarrior
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e are kicking off this year’s Fall Fund Drive with fiery,
overwhelming excitement! Woman’s Way Red Lodge
has earned the support of an anonymous donor who will be
donating $7500 in matching funds for this year’s Fall Fund
Drive! This fabulous news means that every dollar donated
to Red Lodge over the course of the Fall Fund Drive will be
MATCHED up to $7500! So, with your help, we can turn the
$7500 matching donation into $15,000!!!

Make a gift that keeps giving: WWRL’s October fund drive
by WWRL Lodgekeepers

W

oman’s Way Red Lodge is a center, a fire, a flame, and the Joyful Warriors of WWRL are
embracing the contradictions and complexities of our world, working to soothe and heal
as we connect and choose the power of happiness and joy as a way to participate in the Great
Turning. Together, with your help, we are creating change!
Red Lodge supports its leaders with bi-annual retreats to delve into our hearth-tending work,
connect with nature and deepen our relationships. We bring forward new models of doing
business where emotion and reason are equally balanced. We work to “walk the walk.” Now is
the time for focused program development, for teaching and growing tools of leadership and
for expanded communication strategies to reach more women and men, youth and elders who
yearn for meaningful ways to connect and participate in positive change.
This takes financial resources. To invite broad participation, most Red Lodge programs are offered by donation, and Red Lodge relies exclusively on the generosity and support of donors to
fund ongoing basic operations. WWRL is in a huge growth period, and our expanding participation rapidly outpaces the capacity of volunteers to hold all the threads. By giving generously
and sharing your energy and abundance now, you help us sustain general operations, continue
to grow our programs and community events and maintain and expand the role of paid professionals to meet the evolving needs of Red Lodge.
Donated dollars and memberships have sustained the dream of Red Lodge since the first seeds
were sown. Igniting our Joyful Warrior is how we can call forth the emerging dreams of our
members to generate fresh programs that draw creative souls to Red Lodge. Now it is time to
feel the spark and support WWRL with a donation that reflects your commitment to creating
positive change toward a new paradigm in our world.

BUILD AND SUSTAIN RED LODGE
Send your check to POB 1942, Vashon, WA 98070
Click here to make an online donation
Click here to join as a WWRL member

HELP US MEET OUR $15,000 GOAL
BY OCTOBER 27!!
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Community events celebrate Red Lodge fund drive

I

t’s happening in Pendleton, Oregon. It’s happening in Flagstaff, Arizona. It’s happening in
Bellingham and on Vashon Island, in Washington! We’re excited and delighted to offer a
number of different events in our communities. Please consider your support of WWRL -encourage your friends and family to take part in this Great Turning. You might be inspired
to throw an impromptu celebratory event of your own. And, if you live close enough,
please come out for one of the Red Lodge Fundraisers! We can’t do this without you.

Flagstaff, Arizona Fundraiser
Saturday, October 10
4-8:30 PM
Tranzend Studio
Autumn Tellings: Join WWRL for a

night of divination between the worlds
and ignite your joyful warrior! Experience
Tarot, reiki, crystal healing, drum magick,
pendulum, Crones Nest, Madame Zelda,
raffle, etc.

Cost : $20 general
$15 students and seniors
$25 entrance w/ membership
and CD
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Pendleton, Oregon Fundraiser
Saturday, October 24, 4 PM
Blue Mountain Community College
Pioneer Hall - Room P132
2411 NW Carden Ave, Pendleton
Film Screening: Things We Don’t
Talk About...women’s stories
from the Red Tent is a groundbreaking

72-minute documentary film by award winning filmmaker Isadora Gabrielle Leidenfrost, PhD. Spontaneous and organic, a Red
Tent is a red textile space where women
gather to rest, renew, and often share deep and powerful stories about their lives. The Red
Tent movement is changing the way that women interact and support each other by providing a place that honors and celebrates women, and by enabling open conversations about
the things that women don’t want to talk about in other venues. Things We Don’t Talk About
weaves together healing narratives from inside the Red Tent to shine a spotlight on this vital,
emergent women’s tradition. The film provides us an opportunity to remember, to listen, to
know, and to find what it is we need to bring back to our communities to help awaken the
voices of women.

Suggested donation: $5-20 or $25 WWRL Membership + CD

Bellingham, Washington Fundraiser
Sunday, October 18, 1 to 4 PM
Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship
Lady Godiva in the BUF: Clothing swap and live entertainment.
There will be Belly Dancing, Songs of woman’s way and more.
A Red Lodge fundraiser and Hope House clothing and houseware drive.
$15 and a bag of clean, lightly-used clothes or housewares gets you entertained, coffee, snacks
and a bag of new things to add to your treasure. Add $10 to go home with two bags of treasure, a CD of woman’s way music and a Red Lodge membership!
All ages and genders encouraged to attend! Contact LadyGodiva@wwrl.org for more info.
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Vashon, Washington Fundraiser
Tuesday, October 20, 5:30 PM
Vashon Theatre
17723 Vashon Highway SW,
Vashon Island
Red Lodge is collaborating with the Vashon DoVE
Project, a nonprofit dedicated to ending domestic violence, to bring the new documentary “The
Hunting Ground” to the big screen. The screening is part of the annual Red Lodge fund drive,
and coincides with Domestic Violence Awareness month, each year in October.
Produced by the same studio that produced the
Invisible War, the film takes a hard look at the
growing problem of rape on American college
campuses. As students head back to school,
they are confronted with the sexist and violent
culture, as depicted recently by the Freshman
Daughter Drop Off sign outside a fraternity at a
Virginia college campus.
Currently one in five college women will be
the victim of rape or sexual violence on their
campus. Rape culture is endemic at Ivy League
universities, state schools, and small colleges.
And due to institutional cover-ups, perpetrators
are not being held accountable. In this film are
two survivors who take the matter into their
own hands, employing Title IX to fight back while sharing their knowledge among a growing network of
survivors who refuse to be silenced.
Following the screening will be a panel discussion. The film is a must see for students preparing for university,
anyone who has a child in college or thinking about attending college. Therapists will be on hand in case the
material triggers intense emotions.
Trailers of the film are available on Youtube. For more information contact amy@wwrl.org. And if you would
like to bring “The Hunting Ground” or “Invisible War” to your community, contact Amy for details on how to
get set up with a license for a screening.

Suggested donation $5-$20
supports WWRL fund drive and Vashon DoVE Project
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Are you called to the Lodgekeeper Circle?

R
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ed Lodge is in a time of exciting transition. There is a major
changing of the leadership underway as long-time and founding members step off the board of trustees, and young, new
women with new ideas, energy and commitment step forward.
Starting a nonprofit from scratch is a crazy and challenging
undertaking, and there have been times when galvanizing the
leadership needed to carry on has been nip and tuck. As our
current chair, long-serving Lodgekeeper and one of the founding
members Mary Shackelford steps back from active leadership in
the Lodgekeeper Circle, she says, “I am SO grateful, delighted –
and proud – that there are others stepping up to carry on!”
New leadership is arising and pouring in. In 2016, Gina Marie
Byars will serve as chair, Erin McCusker continues as secretary
and Grace Peterson joins the circle as treasurer. Shimmer Lee,
Madrone and Serena Davidson continue as at-large trustees. The
Long Dance community is reviewing its option to name a Community Weaver to join the leadership circle.
We are reaching out now for women who are inspired to serve at-large. There can be up to 8 at-large trustees;
with a number of Pacific Northwest women cycling off the board in recent years, there is a special call out to
women who live in the Puget Sound area so that we can maintain balanced representation in the Lodgekeeper
Circle. Please read the information in the links below, peruse the website and contact 2016 Nominations Coordinator Amy Morrison for more information. She can answer questions or put you in touch to chat with one of
the current Lodgekeepers. Letters of intent to serve on the 2016 WWRL Lodgekeeper Circle as a member of the
board of trustees for our nonprofit are due by October 15.

DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 15
FOR COMMITMENTS TO SERVE IN 2016
				

Click for FAQ’s about WWRL board leadership

					 Click for at-large trustee role and responsibiities
					 Contact Amy Morrison for more information
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Women gather in the Moonlodge every month.
Open Circle every 4th Sunday, 6:30 PM
Come for rest and renewal any time.
Open to all women.

Jim Burke photo

Located on Vashon Island.
Email moonlodge@wwrl.org
for more information.

A call to nourish Hoop Tenders - let us honor your service

A

s the Wheel turns toward Autumn, Woman’s Way Red Lodge Hoops across the country are weaving the joy
of connection, community and empowerment. If you are a Hoop Tender – Hoop facilitator and member
of Woman’s Way Red Lodge – please join Serena and Erin as they nourish and nurture you in honor of your
service to your community.
The next Hoop Tender gathering is by conference call on Thursday, September 24, 6-7:30 PM Pacific time. It
will be a celebration of the Fall Equinox – a time of balance in acknowledgement and gratitude for what we are
harvesting and turning to embrace the dark days of the year.
Gina Marie Byars will be our guest speaker. She has been a member of
the Flagstaff Hoop since it began, facilitating several cycles. Experience
her exuberance for life and the joy to be found in the journey.
Bring your ideas and questions and a song or poem to share, if you
would like. There will be time to be in conversation with each other!
This fall, we have two more calls with guest speakers and time for
renewing and sharing:

Thursday, October 29 – Samhain
Thursday, December 17 – Winter Solstice
For more information or how to access the call, please email Erin – erinm@wwrl.org
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Holding the light to the canvas of our aspirations
by Amy Morrison

W

hen Seattle Port Commissioners secretly negotiated to host the Polar Pioneer, Shell Oil’s gargantuan instrument of Arctic destruction, hundreds of activists in kayaks -- kayaktivists – converged
on the Salish Sea with a resounding “sHELL NO!” They were joined by several canoe families, including
the Duwamish Tribe, on whose traditional land the Polar Pioneer was moored.
Throughout two months of actions on the water, the message was one of solidarity, love and
determination while standing up to protect the planet we love from oil spills and climate chaos.
Seattle’s Raging Grannies blockaded the Port of Seattle with rocking chairs, chaining their arms
together. They were arrested after managing to shut down the port for several hours.
Some activists raised money, had a barge towed to the site and named it the Solar Pioneer. Fueled by
solar panels, it served as a hub for outdoor films, music, and gathering – a people’s alternative to the
destructive behemoth overshadowing it.
One June evening was particularly remarkable. A Luminary Flotilla gathered on the water at dusk and
people came out to create prayer flags, participate in ritual, witness and hold the light. The event was
a confluence of joyful warrior activism and protecting the sacred. For me, it was a merging of the principles and ways of two organizations I love – Woman’s Way Red Lodge and the Backbone Campaign, a
nonprofit I helped start in 2004 but left in 2010 due to burn out.
On this evening I saw that artful activism had grown and stretched its capacity over the last five
years. This new brand of change-making uses prayer, ritual and sacred song, calling upon us to
fight for what we love and protect the sacred; using these tools in the battle of paradigms will
help ensure that Love Wins.
--- MORE
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A “Love Wins” banner lit up the water, facing off against the 24-hour glow of the Polar Pioneer. As the
sun set, kayaks lit up the Sound with tiny lanterns. An illuminated sea horse and an angel silently kept
watch among the kayaks. On the People’s Barge, Native flutist Paul Cheokten Wagner played songs
that had come to him as visions of healing and prayer “for free people, animal people and human
people.” The clear resonance of this peaceful music emanated across the water and enveloped the
crowd. On land and water, we were one community – united to protect the sacred.
Thank you to the Backbone Campaign and to Red Lodge for anchoring my social justice work and for
giving me hope, new tools and methods for embracing leadership and speaking up. We are building a
strong and diverse movement for a beautiful future.
Whether in a kayak, hanging by a rope over the Columbia River to prevent the ship’s passage, or doing
the less glamourous but important work of applying for permits, holding space, distributing information or writing press releases, there is a place at the table for everyone; your unique joyful warrior
superpower is vital to this effort. Red Lodge offers tools of deep connection, leadership, awareness
and grounding that will serve us well as we reclaim the canvas of our imaginations and aspirations.
Let’s make this the moment in history that we pivot away from climate-cooking fossil fuels and toward
a sustainable future. And as the sun sets, let’s appreciate the beauty, song, community, and care we
hold for each other and our planet.

We appreciate your support!
We are very happy
to welcome new members to our

Lodge CIRCLE
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in Oak Harbor, WA and Boise, ID
and our new
Support Circle members
in Flagstaff, AZ, Lyndonville, VT, Auburn, WA,
Bonny Lake, WA, Port Townsend, WA, Seattle, WA,
Tahuya, WA, Seattle, WA, Vashon, WA
and Bothell, WA

Your membership nurtures Red Lodge.
Click here to join.

Click here to renew.

Click here to donate.
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Wild Woman

Wild Women are warriors.
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She is raw and uninhibited
free from the confines of expectations both self imposed and created by others
she lives in the impulse and the flow of movement
unafraid to be vulnerable
Wild Woman howls at the moon!
she is permeable, ever expanding and contracting
with the fluid motion of spirit
she is Wind, Fire, Water, Earth
wild woman feels with passion
burns with fire and unbridled spirit
she is the thunder and rain
she loves with an open heart
makes mistakes
dances in the rain
Wild Woman is in tune with, aligned and clear with her natural instinctive self
she loves to be dirty
laughs with abandon
loves adventures
she is exciting and insightful
she embraces life, emotion, loves herself, spiritual, laughing, care free and open
Wild Woman doesn’t follow the rules
she is free
Wild Woman follows her heart!
she speaks her truth!
she does what she wants
she wants love!
she is one with the earth
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by the Wild Women of 3 Rivers Hoop, Vermont
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Dreams do come true! WWRL Leadership Funds
support me in developing my capacity to serve
by Erin McCusker

S

itting in circle is like being in nature – I am my best self,
my most authentic and connected, empowered and joyful
self. All of what I do, I do better in circle – listening, thinking,
speaking and feeling energy. It is a natural place for me and I
have witnessed its power in the lives of others!
In the Spring of 2015, reading a monthly newsletter from PeerSpirit, Inc., I saw the invitation to the Annual Circle Way Practicum in August on Whidbey Island. I had wanted to attend this for
years, and the inner voice that had been nudging, encouraging
and expressing to me how important this was, yelled, “Apply to
attend this!! You NEED to do it!”

Then, I had to figure out the ways to make it happen…
WWRL Leadership Fund has supported leadership development for so many to learn to walk empowered in woman’s way.
Through generous donations from the membership, this fund
helps people pay for WWRL membership fees and provides financial support to members for trainings and gatherings that impart leadership development and skills training, so we can share our wisdom ways with the world.
Circle Way is a practice being remembered, reborn, renewed in us. It is an ancient form of social interaction
and process which we intuitively recognize. It is inclusive, organic, evolving, a place where each of us is essential to the whole. It aligns with the WWRL 15 Principles. The connections are clear.
And so, I gathered my courage and asked my respected peers for a grant from the Leadership Fund to assist me
in attending this training. And they said, “Yes!”
On August 12, I headed to Whidbey Island and the PeerSpirit Circle Way Practicum. I was nervous – unsure –
trying to keep centered and grounded. Puget Sound from the deck of the ferry has always calmed me. Getting
to know the energy of Whidbey Island grounded me. The calling of the ospreys that afternoon at the retreat
at Aldermarsh welcomed me. The hooting of the owls at night reassured me. Being held in the circle with my
co-creators strengthened me. Being held by my larger circle of supporters empowered me. The joy flooding
through me let me know that all was as it should be.
--- MORE
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And so I did. In spite of the doubts about timing, work, money
and logistics, I completed the application and sent it in. And I
was accepted!

CONTINUED from previous page

And, oh the circle…wonderful women and men and one magnificent corgi, open to learning and trusting the
process. The connections formed in five days were strong and lush and potent. And I learned again…
Circle Way is a practice. In the words of Sue Monk Kidd, you practice “…until you make it a song that sings you.”
We gathered at the Marsh House and learned about circle through being part of a circle – the processes guided
by important and simple agreements, the energetics, the shadow that arises, the diversity of individuals, the
stories that need to be told, the gratitude and appreciation that is given, the rotating roles and the Center that
is our shared intention and purpose.
And what did I learn…or remember…
The world needs all of us to show up like we do in circle – fully authentic and soul-forward. The circle is a
place for healing self, our co-creators and community. It is the space in which to practice, practice, practice.
We must share our stories – the turning, transforming points of our lives. It is the space to understand the
energetics of the Earth and ourselves and our relationships. Personal preparation is key to how we show up
– in circle and in the world. And I learned a whole lot about the structure of calling the circle. As I lay down
fear and uncertainty, I pick up my calling to service, to better create my story.
“…Every story is a luminous thread that becomes part of a larger fabric, a fabric we are weaving together for
the whole world, and that fabric is a thing of immense importance and beauty.” SMKidd
My appreciation for this opportunity is immeasurable. I am so very grateful to:
• Woman’s Way Red Lodge for the funds that helped me make this dream come true
• WWRL members who donate to the Leadership Fund
• PeerSpirit, Inc – Christina Baldwin and Ann Linnea for so beautifully sharing this work with the world
• My co-learners at the Circle Way Practicum – for deep connection, laughter, morning walks, labyrinth
exploring, sound healing, book titles, poetry and song sharing.
• The Aldermarsh Retreat on Whidbey Island – the staff and caterers, the fresh, local food and the loving
care and blessings
• The connection with all of life
• That inner voice that I have learned to listen to – “…my ultimate authority is the divine voice in my own
soul.” SMKidd
• And the people in my life who have supported, nurtured, encouraged and nagged me into believing in
myself, knowing that I have a gift to share with the world and the world needs me!

Erin McCusker photo

May I share the nurturing and support through this new learning with others – the world needs your gifts as
well. And may it be so.

Woman’s Way Red Lodge								

www.wwrl.org

WWRL’s oldest hoop launches new cycle in Flagstaff
by Jen Paul and Kira Semanas, FlagHoop co-facilitators

T

he Flagstaff Hoop cast its first circle at the Willow Bend Environmental Center in mid-August, and we are
the new co-facilitators. We’re both longtime residents of Flagstaff and sisters who’ve walked the Hoop
for several years.
It was a beautiful outdoor gathering in a large octagonal pagoda amidst wild flowers and gardens overlooking the forest and urban trails. This year we are blessed to have 15 sister members! We set intentions for
the nine month cycle and went over our heart agreements and guidelines in depth. During this cycle, we
are incorporating mentoring to deepen our connections with each other outside of Hoop. At each Hoop, we
count off 1-7, and the sisters whose numbers match coordinate time to meet between gatherings (the extra
person joins an existing pair).
In order to hold sacred space for all of our sisters, we are embracing more structure. We have introduced a
fairy talking stick and the use of sacred bells. When a sister shares, she holds the stick and if she begins to
exceed sharing time of approximately five minutes, the sacred bells are rung to gently remind her to complete
her sharing.
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We’ve decided not to incorporate new members this year. For our 2016/17 cycle, we envision several of our
longtime sister members carrying the torch forward, perhaps to form additional groups that will incorporate new members who are eager to be a part of the amazing Hoop in Flagstaff! We embrace our next nine
months together, lovingly birthing our intentions and wishes for ourselves and this Hoop cycle. Blessed be.
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SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, NOV 28
Giving Thanks Lodge
on Vashon Island

sweatlodge purification and prayer ritual for women

Women learn, grow and connect in Red Lodge hoops

Erin, a membe of the Bellingham hoop says, “Our
Sacred Nature Lovers Hoop with Red Lodge is very welcoming to newcomers and allows people to leap into a
beautiful vulnerability with the other women. On my first visit, I felt comfortable sharing from my heart and
very bonded to the others through listening to what they shared. The sacred space is well balanced with laughter and food in our bellies and twinkles in our eyes as we’re all seated around a fairy feast.”
This weekend, Sacred Nature Lovers Hoop is camping out on Whidbey Islandcelebrating and honoring the
Blood Super Moon. Two SNL hoop members from Whidbey are hosting this women’s retreat. All women of Red
Lodge are invited to visit! No camping fees. Donations to Red Lodge welcome.
For October, Sacred Nature Lovers delves into Creating Ceremony: Saturday Oct. 10 and Sunday, October 25,
2-8 PM. Dates for November and December likely near the new moon. No hoop in January.
The Pendleton Hoop met monthly through the summer. Gatherings included the Wheel of the Year in June,
Summer Creativity in July and a nurturing respite in hot, smoky August. In September, the hoop gathering
focused on Inner Longings. Fire, wind and heat kept the gathering indoors; it was all about giving and receiving
and our inner longings.
Pikes Peak Hoop in Colorado continues to meet monthly. The group rotates leadership; each meeting is led by
different women. During recent gatherings, the hoop created a group bundle and learned new meditations.
--- MORE
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W

eaving The Hoop That Connects, one of
WWRL’s original service projects, continues
to draw women to gather in community, in circle.
This year hoops have sprung up in Bellingham,
WA and Pendleton, OR, with continuing hoops
going strong in Colordado Springs, CO, St. Johnsbury, VT and Flagstaff, AZ (See separate story).
Word has it that energy is rising towards the
creation of new hoops in 2016.....

CONTINUED from previous page

Vermont Three Rivers Hoop is going strong with 11 women
participating this year. During the second night of our camping
trip in July, hoop sisters decided to expand the hoop name to
Wild Women of 3 Rivers Hoop, (see poem). The name is growing
along with their energy!
Moving into the end of fifth cycle together, October and November are the last two gatherings for the year. Women are moving
deeply into connection with themselves, the earth, and each
other. “It has been an inspiring journey watching and hearing how lives unfold as we pass the talking stick and
share in all the ways without words in ceremony,” reflects Sharme Gencarelle, 3 Rivers Hoop founder.

ESSENTIAL HOOP
first Wednesday of each month, 7:15 PM
October 7: Lining Our Nests in Mystery
November 4: Shadow Balancing
December 2: Magical Giveaway Medicine
Dial in – 1-302-202-1110
Conference Call Code – 737492
Questions? Contact essentialhoop@wwrl.org

Your support gives Red Lodge to the world and
gives you the gift of Red Lodge.
JOIN

DONATE
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The gatherings are much-anticipated and treasured as women
come together to deepen connections to each other and Spirit.

Building our mission with abundance
by Kendra E Thornbury

T

here is a movement afoot. A renewal and emergence of
a way of being that organizations like WWRL are helping to co-create. In this new way, we find solace in a soulful
expression of life that harmonizes with our true nature and
that of all our relations.
It has been said that these times are CRITICAL to the unfolding
advancement of humanity. I, for one, am certain that we are
being called. Not only that, I am passionate about intentionally
supporting causes, organizations and people who are making
this difference so we equip them with the resources for their
mission to come to fruition.
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This leads me to celebrate the progress and accomplishments
of WWRL. As one of the women who was involved at the
inception of this organization, I marvel at how a vision has
developed so beautifully over the years. And, let me tell you
that I absolutely would not be experiencing the extraordinary
success and lifestyle I lead if it were not for the teachings and
community of WWRL!
Of course this celebration would not be complete without recognizing the unwavering and devoted leadership of Mary Shackelford. This organization would simply not be where it is without her persistence, vision
and skill. This is her final year as chair; she leaves quite a legacy. And it is one of her greatest desires it is to
leave WWRL with an abundance of resources to help usher in the next era of leadership and success.
This is where you and I come in. I’d like to invite you who are able to consider joining me as a Major Donor. I
want you to join me in a contribution of $500 or more. The goal for this year’s Major Donor fund is $10,000
(above and beyond the $15,000 goal of the fall member/fund drive). Mary and her husband Jim are generously
giving $5000 – that means we are halfway there. Let’s match Mary and Jim with our $500+ donations, affirm
her work and help her step out of the Lodgekeeper Circle where she’s served so many years with confidence in
new leadership to carry it forward and overflowing abundance to manifest new possibilities.
If you are interested in joining me in as a Major Donor by giving $500 or more, you can donate right now by
sending a check to WWRL, POB 1942, Vashon Island, WA 98070. If you want to make a pledge of $500 or more
to be paid by December 1, please email majordonors@wwrl.org and let me know your intention.
Your role in helping us create a sustainable future for WWRL and our communities is significant and
appreciated. Please take action today! Thank you for your part in co-creating a new paradigm for
positive change in our communities!
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Upcoming Red Lodge Gatherings/Events
Th, Sept 24		
Sat, Sept 26
Sun, Sept 27
Oct 5-27		
Wed, Oct 7		
Wed, Oct 7		
Fri, Oct 9		
Fri, Oct 9		
Sat, Oct 10		
Th, Oct 15		
Sun, Oct 18
Sun, Oct 25
Sun, Oct 25
Sun, Oct 25
Th, Oct 29		
Wed, Nov 4
Wed, Nov 4
Sun, Nov 8		
Fri, Nov 13		
Fri, Nov 13		
Sun, Nov 15
Sun, Nov 22
Sat, Nov 28		
Wed, Dec 2
Wed, Dec 2
Sat, Dec 5		

Hoop Tenders Fall Equinox Call
Sacred Nature Lovers Hoop Campout, Whidbey Island, WA
Open Circle Moonlodge, Vashon Island, WA
Fall Member/Fund Drive
Essential Hoop (call open to all)
Pikes Peak Hoop, Colorado Springs, WA
Olympia Women’s Drum Circle, Olympia, WA
Vashon Drum Circle, Vashon Island, WA
Sacred Nature Lovers Hoop, Bellingham, WA
2016 Lodgekeeper Nominations Deadline
Women’s Hoop, Pendleton, OR
Sacred Nature Lovers Hoop, Bellingham, WA
Wild Women of 3 Rivers Hoop, St. Johnsbury, VT
Open Circle Moonlodge, Vashon Island, WA
Hoop Tenders Samhain Call
Essential Hoop (call open to all)
Pikes Peak Hoop, Colorado Springs, CO
Wild Women of 3 Rivers Hoop, St. Johnsbury, VT
Olympia Women’s Drum Circle, Olympia, WA
Vashon Drum Circle, Vashon Island, WA
Women’s Hoop, Pendleton, OR
Open Circle Moonlodge, Vashon Island, WA
Giving Thanks Women’s Sweatlodge, Vashon Island, WA
Essential Hoop (call open to all)
Pikes Peak Hoop, Colorado Springs, CO
WWRL Annual Meeting (call open to all)
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