Quarterly Hearth Letter and 2015 Annual Report				

Winter 2015 Issue 28

20
15
es
d
tu

ti
ra
G
The 2015 WWRL Annual Report is on pages 20-28

From the hearth, from the heart:

What is vision?

GinaMarie Byers, 2016 chair

A

s I step into leadership as the chair of WWRL this is the question
that has been at the forefront of my mind. As I stated in the previous Hearth Letter, I am quite committed to tending the fires that have
already been started by the beautiful radiant people who started the
organization. I am also immensely honored to be stepping into such
amazing and lovely and huge skirts that have been worn with such
grace and dignity by the previous chair! (Mary Shackelford, we will be
ever in your debt for your many years of vision tending as the chair!)

The chair has the duty of holding the 30,000 foot view of an organization. She also has the responsibility to see the microscopic movement
that pushes an organization towards that larger view.
What does that mean for me as I move into the position as chair?
Merriam-Webster defines vision as:
: the ability to see : sight or eyesight
: something that you imagine : a picture that you see in your mind
: something that you see or dream especially as part of a religious or supernatural experience
So, where do I see and imagine and dream Red Lodge going? I see Woman’s Way Red Lodge growing in torrents!
I imagine WWRL gaining members, offering programs, being a resource for how to do things differently. I dream
that we’re ready to stand on our own, to spread our wings and fly, to release our fears and embrace joy.
It’s time to be more fully seen as a Way with a solution! And WE are the ones to show how! By example, by
teaching/mentoring, by fully walking the circles we are in.
I See it. I Imagine it. I Dream it. And I know many more people see it just as clearly (if not more so) than I. And I
invite those people to join me.
Join the other LodgeKeepers, the previous Tenders of the 15 Principles, the Ancestors whose shoulders we
stand upon. All of you who Imagine love truly being more powerful than hate; who Dream of stripping the
moldering edifices of a current paradigm that just isn’t working; who See a new-old way of Be-ing; who are
ready to exhale Beauty and Light and Transformation into the Universe—ALL of you—share the vision. Share
your vision! Share your Dream with the world. We need Vision now more than ever!
I don’t envision doing this alone. I don’t imagine that it can be carried by the LodgeKeepers only. I DO dream
of women of all genders standing in circle together, looking forward while looking inward. I do see all of us
making the World a better place by enlivening our individual communities.
I hold a Vision of Woman’s Way permeating the very fabric of our society and look forward to making this
Dream one that is seen by all. And I look forward to doing so with you!
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2016 WWRL Lodgekeepers
GinaMarie Byers, chair
I already “act locally.” WWRL is an opportunity to think (and act!) globally.
I am not coming into this position lightly. Much soul searching and dreaming and meditation and contemplation has taken place for me to come to this place. I’m not coming
in with flames blazing, ready to “take charge.” One of my talents is seeing where things
stand, bolstering that which needs support, moving energy where things are stagnant,
and pulling pieces together to best reach a cohesive flow.
That’s what I offer WWRL: my service as a Chaos Moderator (my self-proclaimed title!). We are a part of the
Chaos. When we observe it, we change it. When we change it, we participate in pattern-building. When we
participate, we become fully aware of who we truly are.
I look forward to this journey and exploring what that means for me personally. I look forward to discovering the
next phase and iteration of WWRL. I look forward to being in service with other beautiful beings.

Grace Peterson, treasurer
I am a Library Specialist at the East Flagstaff Community Library and as such have had
some experience dealing with budgeting as I run a few programs at the library. I have
been a part of Woman’s Way Red Lodge for 3 years now and have helped facilitate many
of the WWRL Flagstaff events. Over the last year I also stepped up to help keep track of
the finances for the Flagstaff Drumming Into the Seasons.
I want to help Woman’s Way Red Lodge empower and embolden women, and the community at large, the way Red Lodge has helped me. By becoming a board member, I can
share the wonderful gifts that have been so generously given to me. In a world that seems terribly broken right
now, I feel that Woman’s Way Red Lodge heals so many people. Stepping into the treasurer role gives me an opportunity to support a group that I feel can restore balance for so many people and communities. I am so grateful
for this opportunity and hope to help Woman’s Way Red Lodge flourish.

— MORE —
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2016 WWRL Lodgekeepers
Erin McCusker, secretary
Madrone, at-large
Shimmer Lee Christ, at-large
Continuing Lodgekeepers, Erin, Madrone and
Shimmer Lee express their on-going devotion to
Woman’s Way Red Lodge through a multitude of
large and small actions that help keep the boat
afloat. Besides serving as secretary, Erin started
a new Hoop in Pendleton this year and brings
her librarian’s skill for information management
to help us stay organized. She and Madrone are
the longest-serving Lodgekeepers to continue on
in 2016; they bring a wealth of experience to
the board. Madrone has played a pivotal role
in expanding WWRL into diverse communities,
especially rallying support and participation in Flagstaff. She founded the Flagstaff Hoop and is the keeper of
Zendaya, the WWRL community drum there. She and Shimmer Lee were instrumental in creating the Joyful
Warrior campaign this year. Together, they coordinate the on-going work of our Communications Council
through this critical transition time. While juggling studies for two simultaneous masters’ degree programs,
Shimmer has provided crucial inspiration, determination and leadership to the Lodgekeeper Circle as we
explore new ways of outreach and create sustainability for the organization.

Katy Myers, at-large
Woman’s Way Red Lodge inspires me because it is women supporting women to step
into their own power. In the hoops I have learned what it means to hold space. The
power in our hoop space is born from safety and trust. It is a space where you can be
fully honest and fully heard, and have full confidentiality.
I am also a member of the U.S. military, and would like to lead a hoop for the women
there. The females in the military are very competitive in a masculine way, and as a
result we suffer great disconnection. Having hoops based on woman’s way would help heal our connection.
The reason I would like to be a Lodgekeeper is because I want to explore my own power, and experience it with
others of the same intention.
— MORE —
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2016 WWRL Lodgekeepers
Crystal Gordon, at-large
Every day I work with women who are feeling incomplete, less-than, or un-worthy
of love or support. Being part of the Red Lodge community has helped me further
dedicate myself to helping these women, just by knowing I am part of something
far greater than myself. I have a team, a sisterhood, that always walks beside me. I
want to share that with others so they can grow, expand and shift in their own lives.
When I think of stepping into service for Red Lodge, I think of being part of a positive shift in consciousness
all across the world. The one word that keeps coming into my mind, and heart, is connection. I look forward
to connecting people with each other, to new ideas, a support system, a community that expands across the
globe. When we connect as a community we can create massive positive shifts that bring more JOY, abundance, health and love everywhere we go.
WE are stronger when we stand together and I want to contribute my gifts to growing this network of thoughtleaders, change makers, and healers worldwide. I step into service with all that I AM, hoping to inspire others to feel, and BE, more healthy, happy and whole through the building of community and through my own
personal walk in Life. I AM ready, willing and able to step into this new role so that I can make a larger impact
on the positive shift in consciousness that is happening in the world.

Sophie Suberman, at-large
I am excited and honored to deepen my relationship with Woman’s Way Red
Lodge. I see the board position as an opportunity to be mentored by and to partner
with individuals who walk in their feminine power, to increase my practice of the 15
principles and to support others in doing the same.
I would be excited to contribute to the visioning and manifestation of new programming. After speaking with Madrone, I see an incredible opportunity to support
partnerships with individuals who are bringing the new paradigm to life, holding
space for them and supporting them as WWRL by encouraging them and providing
accessing to Umbrella Insurance, besides other potential resources.
I see that working with WWRL as a board member would help me get this “new” way out in the world, because I too would feel supported to support others. Sometimes it can be lonely in this new paradigm, especially in the face of big business methodologies that often leave no room for the woman’s way. To have the
backing of an organization and group of women who are paving this path would be so, so huge.
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Honoring Aspen: seven years as Red Lodge treasurer
Mary G.L. Shackelford

I

n 2009, we Lodgekeepers met early at Deb Fank’s to take care
of Red Lodge business before the East Gathering. Kelly Ziniewicz had stepped up as treasurer, but it was not right timing for
her. There was a knock at the door; Julie Taylor opened it to a
woman who none of us knew. “You’re not supposed to be here,”
she whispered fiercely. “The board is meeting; the gathering is
tomorrow.” The stranger shrugged her shoulders and raised her
eyebrows in puzzlement. “Well, I’m here for Red Lodge,” she
said tentatively.
And so Aspen walked into our circle....and, to our great benefit
and joy, she’s been here for Red Lodge ever since. In a big way!
By the next day, Aspen had stepped up to take Kelly’s place as
treasurer. She did it out of the blue, from her belly. From desire
and willingness and her intuitive YES! to Red Lodge.
Which is Aspen’s way. From her belly, she listens. From her belly, she speaks. From her belly, she acts.
And Aspen is one of the many of us whose lives have been transformed by what she has observed and experienced
in Red Lodge. In the seven years since she committed herself to be here for Red Lodge, Aspen’s life has completely
changed. She attributes this to how Red Lodge has been there for her. Empowered, supported and strengthened by
the recognition of her gifts, Aspen completed her college degree as well as her teaching credentials while also holding down full-time work, playing violin in a symphony orchestra and serving as Red Lodge treasurer.
Now an 8th grade math teacher in Parkland, WA, Aspen tells heartfelt stories describing interactions with both
colleagues and students in which her capacity to bring our 15 Principles forward in real-life situations has altered outcomes. In a good way. She reports great success with sharing circle process and woman’s way leadership tools that she learned as a Lodgekeeper and now uses as a leader at her school. To excellent effect.
As times are changing, the role of treasurer on the WWRL board is changing too. In the years Aspen has
served, being treasurer has meant keeping books, paying bills, overseeing our various bank accounts, creating
budgets, tracking income and expenses, staying on top of IRS regulations, generating reports and reconciling
books, including the Long Dance account. On top of which, Aspen has been a fully-participating Lodgekeeper,
creator of the Red Lodge Handcraft Faire in Tacoma and the maker of much art and beauty with which we have
gifted many in WWRL to express our thanks.
At our WWRL Gratitude Gathering earlier this month, Lodgekeepers paid tribute to Aspen.
From Shimmer: Aspen with your tender heart, I have learned so much from being in circle with you. Your commitment to the soul of Red Lodge comes through so clearly as we sit together. Witnessing your ability to tap
into your feelings, your body, your belly, has taught me what it means to live with the both/and, to live with
many thoughts and emotions at one time, and to honor them all. Your ability to speak up when things do not
--- MORE
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--- CONTINUED from previous page

sit well with you, and to do so with grace, honesty, authenticity and
integrity, has modeled a new way for me, a way I hope to cultivate in
my own life. Your tenderness, mixed with the fierce sassy spirit within
is something that I will truly miss in circle. Your love for bringing the
essence of our Red Lodge work into the world is something I hope to
carry as we move forward.
From Erin: As a new Lodgekeeper coming into the circle three years
ago, I met a young, vibrant, deeply feeling woman walking her path
with dignity, with kindness, with devotion to those in her life. I have
seen what you juggle in your life as you competently kept the Red
Lodge finances in order. Wow! In meetings, I found you very quiet and
yet such a strong energy presence. And then you would speak – from
the heart, with thought and love and presence. I found myself waiting,
knowing that when you would speak, I must hear you. Thank you for
always speaking from your beautiful heart and reminding me why we
do this work. When I think about what I appreciate of you, it is the spectrum of all the feelings found in fully
living: a joyful laugh – tears of sadness – support and love, given and received – a wicked funny sense of humor – competent and knowledgeable financial skills – a compassionate teacher - art that gives us insight into
your heart - music from your soul that touches ours. You create beauty in the world, and I am so grateful to
have been in this circle with you.
Thank you Aspen. For all of it.

--- MORE
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A blessing from Shimmer Lee ...

R

ed Lodge is unlike any organization I have worked with… we are truly doing our best to
create and operate within a different paradigm. This is not always easy. As you may realize,
a year ago we questioned the viability of WWRL, uncertain whether it could continue. Now, a
year later, I am here to tell you that Red Lodge is a phoenix rising with new enlivened energy –
and each of you are part of that amazing and powerful shift.
In the next year, I am really looking forward to rolling up our sleeves and working together to
make this organization thrive! Organizations like WWRL are part of a great shift that is needed in
this world - each a drop in the gathering flow and swelling stream of amazing people and groups
working to create positive change. My dream is that we will partner with other organizations and
grow our programs as we patiently and strategically fly into the next chapter of Red Lodge. We
stand on the shoulders of many amazing people who made this organization a reality, and it is my
prayer that we carry on in a good way in this ever-changing world.

Strong Women by Brenda Hager
Strong women are those who know the road ahead will be strewn with obstacles, but
they still choose to walk it because it’s the right one for them.
Strong women are those who make mistakes, who admit to them, learn from those
failures, and then use that knowledge.
Strong women are easily hurt, but they still extend their hearts and hands, knowing
the risk and accepting the pain when it comes.
Strong women are sometimes beaten down by life, but they still stand back up and
step forward again.
Strong women are afraid. They face fear and move ahead to the future, as uncertain as
it can be.
Strong women are not those who succeed the first time. They’re the ones who fail time
and again, but still keep trying until they succeed.
Strong women face the daily trials of life, sometimes with a tear, but always with their
heads held high as the new day dawns.
offered in tribute to Aspen by Madrone
2015 WWRL Gratitude Gathering
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Sunday, January 31
Burton Hill Lodge, Vashon Island
Chalice Bailey, waterpourer
Suzanne Sharpe, doorkeeper
Emilia Vogt, firetender
Open to all women.

Imbolc Lodge

Contact sweatlodge@wwrl.org for more information.

Imbolc is the cross-quarter celebration halfway between Winter Solstice and Spring Equinox.
It is an ancient time of foretelling, when old wise women scree the surface of the water (like
reading tea leaves), and farm and fisher folk study the sky for indications of coming weather
to guide the planting and birthing over the next several months. It is a time of dreaming into
the coming spring - what seeds will we plant?
At Imbolc, the Pleiades reach their highest point in the night sky and begin their descent
into the West. Like a sieve in the sky, the Pleiades are said to be doorways through which
the cosmic wind crosses between the worlds.
In Greek mythology, Imbolc is when Demeter calls her daughter Persephone back from the
underworld – the first stirrings deep in the earth of new life, the portent of spring. It is when
the fire at the center of the Mother begins to rekindle after the cold of winter. It is the Celtic
fire festival of Brigid, a goddess of poetry and metallurgy.

Give yourself the gift of Red Lodge
JOIN
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Red Lodge brings The Mask You Live In to Vashon
Amy Morrison, WWRL Women’s Film Series coordinator
The Mask You Live In follows boys and young men as they struggle to stay true to themselves while negotiating
America’s narrow definition of masculinity. Red Lodge is partnering with a Vashon Island not-for-profit, VARSA,
to screen this acclaimed documentary Wednesday, January 13 at 7 PM. In an effort to reach out to youth and
their families, the free event will happen at the Vashon High School Theater. After the screening, VARSA mental health specialist Woody Pollack will lead a community discussion. Admission is free and the screening is
appropriate for all ages. Watch the trailer here.
The Mask You Live In presents the personal narratives of young boys and men and interviews experts in neuroscience, psychology, sociology, sports, education and media, who further explore how gender stereotypes
are interconnected with race, class and circumstance. It ultimately illustrates how we, as a society, can raise a
healthier generation of boys and young men.
Written, produced and directed by Jennifer Siebel Newsom, the film premiered at Sundance Film Festival in
2015. “Just as our culture has harmed women and girls, so too are we harming our boys, which has led to a
‘boy crisis’ in America,” said Newsom. “Our intention is that this film sparks a national conversation around
masculinity and helps our boys overcome limiting stereotypes, encouraging them to stay true to themselves.”
Red Lodge brought Newsom’s first film, Miss Representation, to Vashon in 2014. Miss Representation exposed
the ways mainstream media contributes to the under-representation of women in positions of power and
influence. Using film as a catalyst for cultural transformation, Newsom’s organization, The Representation
Project, inspires individuals and communities to challenge and overcome limiting stereotypes so that everyone, regardless of gender, race, class, age, sexual orientation or circumstance can fulfill their human potential.
Learn more at www.therepresentationproject.org.
VARSA, the Vashon Alliance to Reduce Substance Abuse, is a local nonprofit working to reduce substance
abuse among youth on Vashon Island. We hope to see our Red Lodge community at this stirring film screening.

Women gather in the Moonlodge every month.
Open Circle every 4th Sunday, 6:30 PM
Come for rest and renewal any time.
Open to all women.
Located on Vashon Island.
Email moonlodge@wwrl.org
for more information.
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AN EXPLORATION OF AMERICAN MASCULINITY
VISIT VARSANETWORK.ORG & THEREPRESENTATIONPROJECT.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

THE MASK YOU LIVE IN
“The Mask You Live In,” an acclaimed 2015 documentary, follows boys and
young men as they struggle to stay true to themselves while negotiating
America’s narrow definition of masculinity. Pressured by the media, their
peer group, and even the adults in their lives, our protagonists confront
messages encouraging them to disconnect from their emotions, devalue
“The
Maskfriendships,
You Live In,”
an acclaimed
2015 documentary,
and
authentic
objectify
and degrade
women, andfollows
resolveboys
conflicts
young
as theyThe
struggle
to stay true
to themselves
while negotiating
throughmen
violence.
film illustrates
how
we, as a society,
can raise a
America’s
narrow definition
Pressured by the media, their
healthier generation
of boys of
andmasculinity.
young men.
peer group, and even the adults in their lives, our protagonists confront
messages
disconnect
from their
Join us forencouraging
this one nightthem
onlytoscreening,
followed
by aemotions,
discussiondevalue
led by
authentic
friendships,
objectify and degrade women, and resolve conflicts
Woody Pollock,
MA LMHCA.
through violence. The film illustrates how we, as a society, can raise a
healthier generation of boys and young men.

AN EXPLORATION OF AMERICAN MASCULINITY

JANUARY 13 | 7:00pm-9:30pm
Join us for this one night only screening, followed by a discussion led by
Woody Pollock, MA LMHCA.

VASHON HIGH SCHOOL THEATER - FREE

JANUARY 13 | 7:00pm-9:30pm
VASHON HIGH SCHOOL THEATER - FREE

We would like to thank Washington State Department of Social & Health
Services, Division of Behavioral Health and Recovery, and the King County
Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division. The
Community Prevention and Wellness Initiative grant brings support and
funding to specifically address our youth substance use issues.
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Have fun! Watch WWRL’s Joyful Warrior slideshow

Thanks to all who participated and special appreciation
to SARAH CHISTINE for permission to use her beautiful
song “Conscious Women” as accompaniment.

Click here to Ignite Your Joyful Warrior

SAVE THE DATE to talk about weaving a HOOP!!

A

re you interested in starting a Red Lodge hoop in 2016?
Do you plan to nurture and deepen connections in a continuing woman's way
hoop? Save the date and join us for our annual Red Lodge Hoops conference call.

Thursday, Jan 28, 2016
6-7:30 PM Pacific Time
Dial in #: 1-302-202-1110
Conference Code: 968568
This is the first of our 2016 seasonal calls for Red Lodge Hoop Tenders, our way to
help leaders in Red Lodge connect, share ideas and nourish each other. Weaving the
Hoop Handbook, free to WWRL members, guides new facilitators to create an intergenerational woman’s way circle meeting monthly for 9 months. Browse it beforehand to enhance your participation in this call. To request a copy, click here.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge
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Generous donors create promising future for Red Lodge

T

he 2015 fall member/fund drive brought in over
$19,000 and catapulted Red Lodge into a muchyearned-for position of abundance as we continue
to move through this vulnerable time of transition.
Combined with a record net income topping $11,000,
our 2016 cash position will support and foster sustainability for the new wave of leadership that has
stepped up to tend the hearth of Red Lodge.
The fund drive kicked off with a huge boost from an
anonymous community foundation for $7500. Then
family and friends of Mary joined her to bring in $7750
towards Mary’s dream of supporting the new leaders
by concluding her service as chair with just this sort of
capacity to invest in the stability of Red Lodge.
Lodgekeepers and Red Lodge members in Flagstaff, AZ, Pendleton, OR, Bellingham, WA and Vashon, WA
organized a variety of friend and fund raising events that brought in $241. New members joined up and
others extended or increased their membership support adding $2230 to the drive total. General donations totaled $1430 with additional $470 earmarked for our Leadership Fund.
Our fund drive would not have been a success without the dedication and generosity of our community.
We want to extend a special thank you to the Shackelford family as well as Robin Hanes, Kendra Thornbury,
Margaret Thiesen and the Schutten family. In addition, Teri and Therese at Sacred Groves, Suzanne Lichau,
Debbie Fank, Kathleen Erdman, Matthew Hemsteger, Christian Kolesar and Jeffrey Jacobson gave generously.
Thanks also to Drai Bearwomyn and Wild Redhead Design for designing the letterhead and email announcements and to Kendra for her outreach efforts.
Many thanks to the event coordinators who hosted Red Lodge events in October. The Flagstaff Hoop put
together “Autumn Tellings” bringing together community for a night of divination. The Bellingham Hoop, led
by Serena, hosted Lady Godiva in the BUFF - a clothing and household items swap, which ignited new Joyful
Warriors with an afternoon of belly dancing, music and sharing. Our Pendleton Hoop hosted a film screening
of The Things We Don’t Talk About - Secrets from the Red Tent, and women on Vashon Island worked with
another local non-profit to host a joint fundraiser and screening of The Hunting Ground. Both films fueled
conversation and served as great friendraisers.
We appreciate the talented individuals who created or donated our raffle items – Aspen for the affirmation
cards, Erin for the goddess necklace, Tone Butler for the fox scarf, and Shimmer Lee for the woven mandala.
The lucky raffle winners are: Jacki Jones, Michelle Elekonich, Sheila Brown and Haila Silvertrees.
We are so grateful for the spirit among us, the power that keeps Red Lodge a place for healing and growth. We
are grateful to all the contributors, builders, guides – and everyone who showed up. Thanks to you, Red Lodge
will sally forth into the new year building community and connection, empowering and recharging spiritual and
social justice leaders and co-creating a new paradigm for positive change – igniting the joyful warrior in all of us.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Joy does not simply happen to
us. We have to choose joy and
keep choosing it every day.
			 -- Henri J.M. Nouwen

Woman’s Way Red Lodge
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Around the country, Red Lodge Hoops nurture hearts
OREGON

The Pendleton Hoop sisters completed their first cycle of gatherings in December with a lovely GiveAway held
in flickering candlelight. Sacred closure was created with laughter, tears and much gratitude. In October, the
group created this poem from the womb of the Red Tent:

In utero, I knew my Mother intimately, knowing her warmth and love

Sacred
Peace
		Love
			Acceptance
				Value
					
Eternal
						Joy
							Bliss
								Worthy
									Beauty
										
Calm
											Ahhhhhhhh
													
Pure
		Creator – Giver of Life
			
The seed holds All of creation
		
The seed in my womb is filled with divine, sublime solution
			Joyful learning
		
Awe at the preciousness of life
			
Feminine wisdom – the key to birthing all eternity
		
Trust in Womb Wisdom
			
We can change the world
ARIZONA

Our Flagstaff Hoop created a sacred gratitude mandala with items from nature for our November gathering,
which was so beautifully led by hoop sister Kori Moore. We also created paper mandalas using paint, glitter
and markers. We walk in beauty and gratitude for this hoop as we journey into the new year, holding fast to
the community we have created as we create positive change in our hoop and in the larger community. We
want to wish all of the hoops, members, board and supporters of WWRL a happy yule! May this winter soulstice be a time of contemplation and visioning, as the bear hibernates for the winter, letting things culminate
in the dream world as we welcome the colder weather of this time.

WASHINGTON

I am so grateful. The sacred space we share is soul soothing in many ways. The journey that has brought
me to this circle has been crazy wonderful with more blessings than I can count. In love & light from
Alena of the Sacred Nature Lovers Hoop in Bellingham, WA.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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RED LODGE is

building community and connection
empowering and recharging
spiritual and social justice leaders
co-creating a new paradigm
for positive change

Hoop Tender calls connect and nourish Red Lodge leaders
Erin McCusker, WWRL Hoops coordinator
The people who lead, coordinate and facilitate local Weaving the Hoop that Connects programs around the
United States create amazing and nurturing connection in their communities. Over the years, conference calls
have been held to create that nurturing connection among Hoop facilitators.
This year, Hoop Tender calls were held near the times of seasonal change and celebration. A nurturing
container was created each call to provide a healing space for sharing, inspiration, connection and renewal.
Sharing songs, being held in guided meditations and building our Tender toolbox were ongoing elements of
each call. And a guest speaker or two was invited to share what was being created in their communities.
• March – Spring Equinox – we created the bowl together
• April – Beltane – Grace Peterson spoke of holding the sacred Beltane pole for Flagstaff’s community
• June – Summer Solstice – Mary Shackelford spoke of the community Summer Solstice celebration held
on Burton Hill on Vashon Island
• Summer Solstice – Fall Equinox – GinaMarie Byars of Flagstaff spoke of what she was harvesting from
her walk with WWRL and as a Hoop Tender and member
• October – Samhain – Serena Davidson and Erin McCusker spoke of releasing to receive as we enter this
dark time of the year and learnings from beginning new hoops in new communities this year
• December – Winter Solstice – Christian Kolesar and Angelo Bergs spoke of the seed for a new Hoop
they are nurturing in Flagstaff
On Thursday, January 28, a conference call will be held for people who are continuing a Hoop or considering
forming a Hoop in their community. Not only will this call provide time to share questions and ideas, but also
to begin to create the year’s container for holding and nurturing the facilitators. Please join us!
For more information about Weaving the Hoop that Connects, please contact weavinghoops@wwrl.org.
Weaving the Hoop that Connects is a valued and beloved WWRL program. We appreciate and celebrate the
people who serve their communities as Hoop Tenders! Thank you for all you do!
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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S

ong In My Belly comprises work collected since 2010 and is by far the most ambitious of my books. It
includes beautiful color photos by Candy Gamble. Completed by hand in the old practice of bookbinding,
Song In My Belly is a limited edition of 150; the first 50 are signed. The book was launched with a reading
at Vashon Bookshop in November and then just before Solstice, I created a small ceremony to celebrate the
manifestation of this creative project. It’s been a long time coming!
One of the most wonderful aspects of bringing out this book is the collective endeavor that brought friends
together to help me, including Red Lodge sisters. As with all my books, this one is finished by hand after the
text and photographs were printed by laser press.
Gathering in my little studio on Burton Hill, we first completed folding and tearing large sheets of paper into the correct size for covers and endpapers. Then Rayna Holtz and I set type and printed the covers on the 1899 Chandler &
Price letterpress that has printed so many Vashon Island books through our collective, Laughing Dog Press.
The process of assembling the guts of the book began with inserting the color pages with Candy’s photographs
and folding the four signatures. And then, like women gathering to quilt, we spent many hours together renewing and deepening our friendships as we completed the sewing of signatures and endpapers, prepared the covers and assembled the books. Slowly the pile of completed books has grown until we completed 150 copies.
What a gift! Huge thanks to everyone who helped me.
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Upcoming Red Lodge Gatherings/Events
Wed, Jan 6		
Fri, Jan 8		
Fri, Jan 8		
Wed, Jan 13
Jan 15-18		
Sun, Jan 24		
Th, Jan 28		
Sun, Jan 31		
Wed, Feb 3		
Sun, Feb 7		
Fri, Feb 12		
Fri, Feb 12		
Sun, Feb 28
TBA			
Th, Mar 10		
Fri, Mar 11		
Fri, Mar 11		
Sun, Mar 27

Essential Hoop Call
Olympia Women’s Drum Circle, Olympia, WA
Vashon Drum Circle, Vashon, WA
Women’s Film Series: The Mask You Live In, Vashon, WA
WWRL Lodgekeepers Retreat, Vashon, WA
Open Circle Moonlodge for women, Vashon, WA
Hoop Tenders 2016, Informational Call
Imbolc Sweatlodge for women, Vashon, WA
Essential Hoop Call
Imbolc Celebration and Hoop Planning, Pendleton, OR
Olympia Women’s Drum Circle, Olympia, WA
Vashon Drum Circle, Vashon, WA
Open Circle Moonlodge for women, Vashon, WA
Spring Equinox Sweatlodge for women, Vashon, WA
Spring Hearth Letter deadline
Olympia Women’s Drum Circle, Olympia, WA
Vashon Drum Circle, Vashon, WA
Open Circle Moonlodge for women, Vashon, WA

ESSENTIAL HOOP
first Wednesday of each month, 7:15 PM
January 6: Magical Giveaway Medicine
Dial in – 1-302-202-1110
Conference Call Code – 737492
Questions? Contact essentialhoop@wwrl.org
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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From the hearth, from the heart
Mary G.L. Shackelford, 2015 chair

S

olstice brings an opportunity to reflect on the year gone by and where we are in Red
Lodge now. It’s no secret that this time last year our future was in question.

Let’s step back for some perspective. Seeds for Woman’s Way Red Lodge were sown in
2000, and in 2003 the work began in earnest. 77 wild geese officially opened the door to
our Lodge in 2005. Then we left behind the foundational years and tackled the creative
work of building solid, long-term sustainability – leadership sustainability, membership sustainability, volunteer sustainability, program sustainability, financial sustainability – within
the woman’s way model.
2014 was a particularly tough year, coinciding with the inevitable leadership transition when Red Lodge must fledge out
of the nest and arms of original founders and find wings to fly into that which beckons it forward. Our Lodgekeeper Circle
did not gel that year, and we floundered as we faced the possibility of folding the organization.
Launching into 2015, Madrone and Shimmer rallied to lead Red Lodge forward. We made big progress this year, learning
and clarifying what’s involved in planning and communications for a far-flung organization – both internally and in our
outreach efforts – and in meeting the leadership transition that is upon us.
True, WWRL remains in a vulnerable stage of transition. We are seeing the rippling effects of uncertainty as our membership numbers waver. Happily, large and generous donations from a few individuals put us in our best financial position
ever, but our fall fund drive did not meet our goals for widespread general participation from members, friends and
subscribers.
The great news is that we have attracted new leaders in Red Lodge with imagination, creativity and determination. In the
last year we have begun game-changing efforts towards both resource and leadership sustainability.
That’s where we are in Red Lodge now. Though it’s not an easy path, it helps to remember that this is typical for a fledgling, grassroots, bootstrap non-profit. That Red Lodge is here today is really nothing short of a miracle, a testament both
to the yearning, desire and need for what we are manifesting together and an affirmation of our capacity, our creativity
and our vision.
It is with great pride and appreciation that I have witnessed new leaders with willingness, vision and energy step up
to assure that Red Lodge continues. I appreciate our renewing members and love hearing the passion and delight that
brings new members to Red Lodge. And it is with great gratitude that I mark the many generous donations that keep this
boat afloat.
Sharing our lodge is a blessing. None of this is to be taken for granted – what we create together, what we receive and
offer out, the energies and tools we cultivate and share – all are the sacred ground we walk upon.
These are troubled times we are living in; a tsunami of change is upon us. It is important to show up as the joyful warriors we are – to claim our capacity and power with compassion, insight and humility, and to find, share and cultivate the
courage to step into it wherever and whenever we are able.
I am moved by the synergistic weaving of the threads. Time and again we hear heartfelt and passionate affirmations that
the work we do and the opportunities we offer out through Red Lodge do land in open hearts and move forward through
others’ experience, through others sharing it out in their own ways. Make no mistake: WWRL is part of a massive worldwide shift. We are creating positive change. We are making a difference.
Thank you for being part of Woman’s Way Red Lodge.

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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We Are Grateful for What
We’ve Done Together this Year . . .
Lodgekeeper Circle Blowing Air and Light and Love and
Commitment into the Coals of our Red Lodge Hearth
January Lodgekeeper Retreat
Trust Lodge Staff of Intention
Invigorating and Clarifying Our Vision
Communications Council
Joyful Warrior Campaign
July Lodgekeeper Retreat
Lodge for a Joyful Warrior
Fall Member/Fund Drive
Fund Drive Disappearing Task Forces
WWRL Communications Director
WWRL Membership Coordinator
WWRL Fund Drive Coordinator

Our Evolving WWRL Leadership Paradigm
15 Principles We Share
WWRL Leadership Fund

Welcome to Communications Director: Open House/Open Circle Moonlodge, Vashon Island, WA
Women’s Film Series, Vashon Island, WA
Summer Solstice Ceremony/Celebration, Vashon Island, WA
Fall Member/Fund Drive Events
Autumn Tellings, Flagstaff, AZ
Film Screening: Things We Don’t Talk About ...Stories from the Red Tent, Pendleton, OR
Lady Godiva in the Buff: clothing swap, Bellingham, WA
Film Screening: The Hunting Ground, Vashon, WA
Nominations Coordinator
New leadership: 2016 chair, treasurer + 3 new at-large trustees
I AM A JOYFUL WARRIOR slideshow
Annual Gratitude Gathering
Service Projects:
CEPACET- Women’s Sewing & Farming Projects in Kenya
SAHAYATRI NEPAL - Women’s Safety & Legal Rights
KIVA - Microloans to 3rd World Women
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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We Appreciate
The Many Ways We Show Up
Event volunteers
Consultants
Artists
Poets
Cooks
Carpenters

Proofreaders
Editors
Article writers
Drummers
Firetenders
Waterpourers

living from the core
building community			
serving women, men and children
learning speaking/listening skills
sharing spiritual practice			
growing through leadership opportunities
supporting women in developing countries
leading out towards positive change
weaving old wisdom ways with new experience
cultivating gratitude
sharing generously
building relationships
stepping into power
revering all of life
practicing sustainability and stewardship
learning women’s wisdom ways
growing confidence to take risks
learning ritual and ceremony
cultivating discernment
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

Doorkeepers
Singers
Dancers
Musicians
Dishwashers
Gardeners

Songwriters
Photographers
Envelope stuffers
Ceremony planners
Gift makers
Joyful Warriors

expressing love and support
practicing circle process without judgment
nourishing deep connections
connecting to earth rhythms
honoring cycles including rest and renewal
listening inside; listening to others
celebrating synergy, mystery and magic
planting, nurturing and harvesting growth
deepening through self-knowledge & awareness
experiencing expansiveness and possibility
creating ritual in daily life (including meetings)
growing collaborative, creative leadership skills
sharing laughter and joyous connection
honoring and listening to our bodies
sharing tears and intimate connection
generating hope and vitality for our children
connecting heart, head and hands
charting new leadership territory
contributing to a positive future
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in Gratitude for Creativity,
Collaboration and Community
Lodge Circle Members
Support Circle Members
Circle of Alliance
WWRL Leadership Fund
WWRL Donors
WWRL Friends and Subscribers

Red Lodge Dreamers and Founders
Current and Past WWRL Trustees
Women’s Hoops in WA, AZ, VT, CO, OR
Essential Hoop in cyberspace
Quarterly Hoop Tenders Circles
Weaving the Hoop Handbook
Leadership Hoop Resource Library

OlyWA Women’s Drum Circle
Vashon Drum Circle
Drumming Into The Seasons, Flagstaff
Monthly Moonlodge Open Circles
Imbolc Lodge
Giving Thanks Lodge
Weekly Community Lodges
Sweatlodge Work Parties
New Cedar Sweathouse at Burton Hill
Quarterly Hearth Letter
Red Lodge Website
Joyful Warrior Interactive FB Page
WWRL FB page
New Membership Cards
Welcome Packets for New Members
WWRL Thank You Cards
MoonSongs CD
Burton Hill, Vashon Island
Cedar Rose Creations
Sacred Groves, Bainbridge Island
Tranzend, Flagstaff
Vashon Intuitive Arts
Wild Redhead Design
Vashon Central
Vashon Theatre
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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2015 Lodge Circle
*Alena Stapel, Oak Harbor, WA
Alex Peterson, Stockton, CA
Amber Lessard, Tacoma, WA
Aspen Stone, Tacoma, WA
Barbara Krulich, Olympia, WA
Beth Hesketh, Olympia, WA
Caryn Wise, Tacoma, WA
Christian Kolesar, Flagstaff, AZ
Debbie Fank, Enumclaw, WA
*Erin Magoon, Craftsbury Common, VT
Erin McCusker, Pendleton, OR
Gerry Ahrens, Ringwood Hampshire UK
GinaMarie Byars, Flagstaff, AZ
Grace Peterson, Flagstaff, AZ
*Helena Wolfe, Hermiston, OR
*Hilary Giovale, Flagstaff, AZ
Jacki Jones, Tempe, AZ
*Jen Schneider, Boise, ID
Kathy Hayes, West Burke, VT
*Katy Myers, Oak Harbor, WA
Kelly Ziniewicz, Olympia, WA
Kendra Thornbury, Seattle, WA
Kristina Turner, Vashon, WA
Madrone, Flagstaff, AZ
Margaret Theisen, Veneta, OR
Marsha Cook, Oak Harbor, WA
Mary G.L. Shackelford, Vashon, WA
Melvin Swegle, Port Angeles, WA
Michele Podesto, Port Townsend, WA

Michelle Elekonich, Largo, MD
Nikki Anam Cara Baldwin, Flagstaff, AZ
Patricia Menzies, Tacoma, WA
Paula Rathbun, Port Angeles, WA
Polly Kay Taylor, Olympia, WA
Rebecca Christ, Phoenix, AZ
Richard Jones, Vashon, WA
Serena Davidson, Bellingham, WA
Sheila Brown, Vashon, WA
Suzanne Lichau, Petaluma, CA
*Tammi Sims, Seattle, WA
Tere Carranza, Bainbridge Island, WA
Therese Charvet, Bainbridge Island, WA
Tone Butler, Shelton, WA
Tonia Arehart, Seattle, WA

2015 Circle of Alliances
*Art Installation
CEPACET
*Quality Lucid, Jennifer Delker
Sacred Groves
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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2015 Support Circle
Alexis Mesko, Flagstaff, AZ
* Alicia Bills, Bellingham, WA
* Allison Mitkowski, Bellemont, AZ
Amy Morrison, Vashon, WA
Amy Wolff, Vashon, WA
Angelo Bergs, Scottsdale, AZ
* Audrey Tomasi, Lyndonville, VT
Cara Woras, Idaho City, ID
* Cary Wasem-Varela, Pendleton, OR
Cheryl Byars, Flagstaff, AZ
Chris Graham, Vashon, WA
Cindy Thomann, Flagstaff, AZ
* Clarissa Miller, Auburn WA
Cliff Peterson, Flagstaff, AZ
* Corby Palacios, Burton, WA
* Crystal Gordon, Port Townsend, WA
Debbie Eiland, Divide, CO
* Elisabeth Epperson, Bellingham, WA
Elizabeth Mauro, Seattle, WA
Emily Vogt, Vashon, WA
* Erin Granat, Los Angeles, CA
Estevan Bellino, Phoenix, AZ
* Evelyn Cilley, Tahuya, WA
* Grace Francis, Vashon, WA
Haila Silvertrees, Olympia, WA
Helen Heron Heart Dusek, Sequim, WA
Jade Weinbrecht, Enumclaw, WA
Janice Brooks, Denver, CO
Jashana Hawkins, St Mary JAMAICA
* Jessica Pederson, Pendleton, OR
Jim Burke, Vashon, WA
* Joanne Pullen, Bellingham, WA
* Judith Wilson, Flagstaff, AZ
Julia Bearheart Moore, Olympia, WA
Julie Werbel, Vashon, WA
* Karen Hill, Pendleton, OR
* Kathleen Edman, Bonny Lake, WA
* Kathy Beck, Pendleton, OR
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

Kathy McArthur, Frederick, MD
* Kelly Becker, Flagstaff, AZ
Kim Orte, Tacoma, WA
Kira Semanas, Flagstaff, AZ
Lani Ladbon, Tacoma, WA
* Loree Devine, Flagstaff, AZ
Maraiah Lynn Nadeau, Port Townsend, WA
Marjorie Burns, Underhill, VT
* Marley Long, Flagstaff, AZ
* Melissa Shaw, Flagstaff, AZ
Michelle Dubian, Flagstaff, AZ
* Michelle Miller, Pendleton, OR
* Monica McCool, Bothell, WA
* Morgan Johnson, Flagstaff, AZ
Nancy Bennion, Vashon, WA
Nancy McLaughlin, Tacoma, WA
Neil McCusker, Pendleton, OR
Pam Tillson, Astoria, OR
Rachel Soumokil, Flagstaff, AZ
* Rebecca Cowen, Bellingham, WA
* Robert Baldwin, Flagstaff, AZ
Robin Rogers, Chapel Hill, NC
Ruth Raven Rogers, Port Hadlock, WA
* Sarah Christine, Vashon WA
Sarah Leah Blum, Auburn, WA
Sharon Hines-Pinon, Vashon, WA
* Sophie Suberman, Seattle, WA
Susan Landau, Cambria, CA
Susan Pitiger, Vashon, WA
Teresa Peterson, Flagstaff, AZ
* Terri Hahn, Pendleton, OR
Tracy Christ, Flagstaff, AZ
* Vicki McLaughlin, Pendleton, OR
Victoria Giles-Vazquez, Flagstaff, AZ
Will Christ, Flagstaff, AZ
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2015 Red Lodge Donors
$100-7500
Anonymous community foundation
Christian Kolesar
Debbie Fank
Erin McCusker
Jeffrey Jacobson
Jim Burke
Kathleen Edman
Kem Courtenay
Kendra Thornbury
Kristina Turner

Margaret Thiesen
Mary G.L. Shackelford
Matthew Hemsteger
Preston Shackelford
Robin Hanes
Sacred Groves
Schutten Family
Suzanne Lichau
V.R. Shackelford III

$1-100
Alena Reynolds
Amy Morrison
Angelo Bergs
Barbara Krulich
Dana Kelly Bratt

Debbie Eiland
Elizabeth Mauro
Jen Schneider
Jennifer Delker
Jennifer Hawke

Lani Ladbon
Michelle Elekonich
Nancy Bennion
Nicholas Necastro

Paula Rathbun
Pedge Hopkins
Polly Kay Taylor
Taylor Keyser

Leadership Hoop Donors
Debbie Eiland
Elizabeth Mauro
Barbara Krulich
Therese Charvet
Aubrey Armes

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		

							

Tere Carranza
Freddie Schutten
Michelle Elekonich
Paula Rathbun
Angelo Bergs
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2015 Red Lodge Hoops
Red Lodge Hoop Tenders
Erin McCusker and Serena Davidson

Essential Hoop
(everywhere)

Pikes Peak Hoop
Colorado Springs, CO

Serena Davidson, facilitator
Erin McCusker, guardian
Shimmer Lee, sister support

Doris Reis, co-facilitator
Kathy Gallagher, co-facilitator
Dawn Pastorius, co-facilitator

Pendleton Hoop
Pendleton, OR
Erin McCusker, facilitator

Flagstaff Hoop
Flagstaff, AZ
Jen Paul, co-facilitator
Kira Semanus, co-facilitator

Sacred Nature Lovers
Hoop
Bellingham, WA

Wild Women of 3 Rivers
Hoop
St. Johnsbury, VT

Serena Davidson, co-facilitator
Katy Myers, co-facilitator

Sharma Gencarelle, facilitator

Blue Moon Hoop, Vashon Island, WA

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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WWRL 2015 Financial Summary
YTD INCOME			 $23,868 (budget $20,950)
Membership		
3,775
* Leadership Fund
General donations
17,014
** hoops, drum circles, sweatlodges, CD,
Service projects
1,350
workshops and supported programs
LF* donations
470
Programs**		
1,259
YTD EXPENSES			 $12,444 (budget $15,855)
Administrative		
4,512
Communications
3,860
s
1,646
figure Membership		
e
t
a
d
Programs		
4,117
toYear- ot final
n
YTD NET			

$11,424 (budget $5,095)

YTD NET ASSETS			
Cash on Hand
$22,535
CD inventory 		
2,163
Women’s Leadership Fund 1,211
WWRL Leadership Fund
470

Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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Thank you!

“WWRL has been a sustaining force in my life for many years.
I had been yearning for an organization that was grounded in a
spiritual path and practiced a different way of being in the world.
In WWRL, I have found a way to serve the world that is right
with my heart. I am grateful for a vehicle to reach out to those
yearning and to create healing spaces for us to gather, to serve, to
share, to sing, to dance and to be. Red Lodge ROCKS!”
Woman’s Way Red Lodge		
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